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FAMILY  OP  THE  ARMITAGES. 


During  a  life  that  has  been  extended  to  nearly 
threescore  and  ten  years,  I  have  often  felt  a  wish 
to  collect  together  all  the  information  I  could  about 
the  lives,  character,  and  conduct  of  my  ancestors. 
This  desire  has  increased  from  year  to  year,  as 
though  the  lapse  of  time  was  bringing  us  spiritually 
nearer  and  nearer  together,  while  the  actual  bodily 
distance  was  increasing.  When  the  affections  attach- 
ing to  our  common  humanity  have  been  cherished 
and  directed  to  their  legitimate  end  by  the  hand  of 
a  parent,  a  feeling  of  respect  and  veneration  is  esta- 
blished in  the  heart  of  the  child  which  must  have  a 
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beneficial  influence  so  long  as  it  endures :  it  may 
be  weakened  through  intercourse  with  the  world 
and  the  force  of  temptation,  but  it  can  never  be 
entirely  obliterated.  Even  when  parents  have  neg- 
lected their  duties,  and  the  minds  of  children  have 
become  callous  to  influences  for  good,  how  rarely 
do  we  see  that  they  will  calmly  submit  to  hear  their 
parents  publicly  denounced  as  worthless,  however 
much  they  may  deserve  the  charge.  An  ancestry  is 
but  a  wider  parentage,  and  the  pride  of  having  an 
ancestry  who  have  been  distinguished  for  their 
piety,  virtue,  and  integrity,  their  literary  acqui- 
sitions, their  exertions  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  their 
municipal  or  legislative  labours  for  improving  the 
physical,  social,  and  moral  condition  of  society ;  or 
their  honourable  and  successful  career  in  that 
commerce  which  is  destined  to  bind  man  to 
man  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
habitable  globe ;  all  this  pride,  I  repeat,  we  may 
rest  assured  has  its  efl'ects  for  good.  The  biogra- 
phy of  such  characters  becomes  a  hand-book  for 
posterity ;  it  stimulates  to  exertion  and  emulation, 
and  the  fruits  may  be  traced  in  many  families  from 
age  to  age.  Thus  we  learn  that  every  individual 
action  of  life  and  its  daily  occurrences  have  their 
relative  importance,  as  steps  to  the  mighty  events 
which  influence  the  destinies  of  nations,  whether 
for  good  or  for  evil.    Influenced  by  these  considera- 
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tions,  and  by  tbe  request  of  highly-valued  relatives, 
I  have  been  induced  to  put  into  shape  those  tra- 
ditions of  our  family  that  have  survived  to  the 
present  time ;  and  whatever  else  I  have  been  able 
to  glean  from  the  few  old  letters  that  have  come 
into  my  possession.  I  feel  my  inability  to  do 
justice  to  the  task  I  have  entered  upon,  but  I  wish 
to  do  all  in  my  power  to  transmit  to  our  children's 
children  whatever  may  be  the  means  of  urging 
them  forward  in  that  path  of  industry,  integrity, 
and  piety,  which  I  believe  our  ancestors  have  trod 
before  us;  and  if  this  end  is  but  partially  attained, 
my  labour  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  I  may  here 
state  that  the  traditions  I  have  received  have  been 
principally  from  Hannah  Howorth  and  Elkanah 
Armitage,  the  last  surviving  children  of  John  and 
Hannah  Armitage,  of  Waterhouse,  in  the  parish  of 
Ashton-under-Lyne  ;  and  from  my  mother,  who  was 
the  widow  of  Enoch  Armitage,  of  Eailsworth, 
brother  to  the  above  Hannah  and  Elkanah.  The 
letters  are  mostly  from  Enoch  Armitage  and  his 
son  Eeuben  (at  that  time  in  America),  to  John 
Armitage,  my  grandfather,  and  to  my  father ;  and 
some  further  particulars  are  from  my  brother, 
Benjamin  Armitage,  written  after  he  had  visited 
the  family  settlement  in  America,  in  1793. 

The   first  of  the  family  of  which  I  have   any 
account,  is  Godfrey  Armitage,  of  Lydgate,  in  the 
b2 
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West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  a  village  about  six 
miles  from  Huddersfield.  I  visited  this  place  in 
the  spring  of  1849,  in  company  with  my  son-in- 
law,  James  Ogden,  and  a  friend  who  felt  an  in- 
terest in  antiquarian  research.  We  were  very: 
hospitably  entertained  by  Mr.  Henry  Moorhouse, 
who  is  a  descendant  of  George  Moorhouse,  one 
of  the  founders  of  Lydgate  Chapel,  referred  to 
hereafter,  and  who  was  a  particular  friend  of  my 
great  grandfather,  Enoch  Armitage.  Mr.  H.  Moorr 
house  is  himself  attached  to  antiquarian  pursuits, 
and  he  kindly  gave  me  some  information  about  my 
ancestors  which  was  new  to  me.  The  information, 
however,  does  not  refer  to  any  individual  prior  to 
Godfrey  Armitage ;  but  Mr.  Moorhouse  thinks  it 
probable  that  this  Godfrey  was  one  of  the  Armi- 
tages  of  Westroyds,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkburton 
They  were  a  numerous  family,  and  in  good  circum- 
stances. After  the  monasteries  were  suppressed  by 
Henry  the  Eighth,  in  1538,  they  were  sold  to 
private  individuals.  Money  was  then  very  scarce, 
and  the  market  glutted,  and  many  persons  were 
doubtful  whether  these  places  might  not  at  some 
future  time  be  claimed  again,  if  Catholicism  should 
be  restored;  consequently,  the  price  they  realised 
was  comparatively  very  trifling.  At  this  juncture, 
one  of  the  Armitages  purchased  the  monastery  of 
Kirklees,  which  has  been  retained  in  the  family  to 
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this  time.*  They  appear  to  have  been  persons  of 
consequence  in  the  neigbourhood,  and  held  high 
offices,  as  magistrate,  county  treasurer,  &c.  ... 
And  we  learn  from  history,  that  when  the  Act  of 
Uniformity  was  passed,  in  1662,  they  adhered  to  the 
government;  for  it  is  stated  in  the  life  of  Oliver 
Heywood,  that  the  then  owner  of  Kirklees  was 
an  active  opponent  of  the  Nonconformists.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  either  the  date  of  the 
birth  or  death  of  Godfrey  Armitage. 

It  is  stated  in  the  "  Christian  Keformer,"  for 
October,  1848,  that  Lydgate  Chapel  is  "one  of 
the  most  ancient  Nonconformist  establishments  in 
the  country,  being  one  of  the  places  raised  by 
the  courageous  labours  of  Oliver  Heywood. 
During  the  darkest  days  of  persecution,  subse- 
quent to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity, 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  at  the  house  of 
Godfrey  Armitage,  of  Lydgate.  On  these  occasions, 
such  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  district  as  favoured 
the  principles  of  the  Nonconformist  clergy,  were 
gathered  together,  often  (for  safety)  during  the  hours 
of  night,  for  pubhc  worship.  The  house,  which  was 
standing  till  within  a  few  years,  was  situated  on  the 
apex  of  a  small  hill,  and  commanded  a  view  of  every 

*  There  has  always  been  a  tradition  retained  in  our 
family,  that  Godfrey  was  a  distant  relative  of  these  Armi- 
tages  of  Kirklees. 
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entrance  into  the  valley  below.  At  the  eastern  and 
western  extremities  of  the  building  were  entrance 
doors,  and  at  each  of  these  a  guard  was  placed,  to 
give  warning  if  constables  or  the  military  made 
their  appearance  during  the  continuance  of  the 
service.  When,  subsequently  to  the  Kevolution, 
toleration  was  secured  to  Nonconformist  worship- 
pers, a  chapel  was  built  very  near  the  spot  where 
they  had  previously  assembled;  and  in  the  year 
1695  it  was  opened  and  dedicated  to  public  worship 
by  the  good  Nonconformist  bishop,  whose  courage, 
zeal,  and  piety,  had  gathered  and  kept  together  the 
little  flock  during  the  long  and  stormy  night  of 
persecution." 

When  I  was  at  Lydgate,  as  before  stated,  the 
place  was  pointed  out  where  the  house  of  Godfrey 
Armitage  had  stood;  a  bam  and  outhouses  are  now 
built  on  the  site ;  but  there  are  persons  still  living 
who  remember  the  details  of  the  old  structure,  and 
its  internal  arrangements.  It  was  rather  a  large 
house,  and  like  most  of  those  which  were  formerly 
built  near  the  top  of  hills  and  in  exposed  situations, 
it  was  only  one  story  high,  the  sleeping-rooms  being 
under  the  high  pointed  roof  The  room  in  which 
the  worshippers  met,  would  probably  hold  about  a 
hundred  persons.  On  one  side  of  the  fireplace  a 
large  stone  was  placed,  on  which  Oliver  Heywood 
stood  when  addressing  his  hearers  ;  and  as  its  ceil- 
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ing  was  very  low,  a  part  of  it  was  taken  out  and 
raised,  so  that  his  head  could  scarcely  be  seen  by 
the  persons  at  the  extremities  of  the  room.  There 
was  a  window  at  the  top  of  this  niche,  through  which 
the  preacher  could  see  a  long  way  on  the  road  in 
the  valley  below. 

"In  1768,  the  chapel  was  rebuilt;  and  in  1842, 
a  very  commodious  parsonage-house  and  a  noble 
school-room  were  erected  on  the  land  immediately 
adjoining  the  chapel-yard.  In  1848,  the  chapel 
was  again  rebuilt,  and  great  taste  has  been  shown 
in  the  alterations  that  have  been  made.  A  view  of 
the  original  building  is  carefully  preserved  in  the 
oak  panelling,  on  which  the  names  of  some  of  the 
founders  are  distinctly  marked.  In  the  framework 
of  one  of  the  pews  is  to  be  seen,  '  John  Armitage, 
1695.'  This  individual  was  the  son  of  Godfrey 
Armitage,  already  mentioned,  and  was  not  less 
warmly  attached  than  his  father  to  Nonconformist 
principles.  It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the  descend- 
ants of  this  family  are  still  living,  and  are  ornaments 
to  Nonconformity.  One  of  them  is  the  present  Sir 
Elkanah  Armitage,  Mayor  of  Manchester  for  the 
years  1847  and  1848,  who  was  knighted  by  her 
Majesty  chiefly  for  his  firm  and  efficient  conduct 
during  the  Chartist  troubles  which  agitated  the 
town  at  the  commencement  of  1848." 

And  I  may  be  excused  mentioning  that  my  own 
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eldest  son,  John  Armitage,  who  has  been  a  merchant 
in  Ceylon  about  twelve  years,  has  for  about  eight 
years  been  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that 
island,  as  well  as  a  magistrate,  bank  director,  &c. 

John  Armitage  is  the  only  son  of  Godfrey  of 
which  I  have  any  account,  though  he  must  have  had 
one  other  son  at  least,  as  two  cousins  of  Enoch 
Armitage  (who  was  the  son  of  John)  went  out  to 
America  together  (probably)  before  the  building  of 
the  chapel  in  1695.  Their  names  were  Caleb  and 
Keuben;  neither  of  them  were  married,  but  they 
lived  together  near  Lydgate,  and  cultivated  a  small 
farm.  It  appears  that  all  the  family  were  very 
religious  characters ;  but  they  were  tinctured  with 
some  of  the  superstitions  peculiar  to  that  period. 

My  aunt,  Hannah  Howorth,  related  to  me  what 
she  had  heard  her  mother  say  was  the  cause  of 
Caleb  and  Reuben  leaving  their  native  country; 
namely,  that  they  had  so  many  disappointments  in 
their  worldly  affairs,  and  so  many  cross  providences 
to  struggle  with,  that  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  they  should  leave 
the  land  of  their  birth,  and  seek  a  refuge  in  what 
was  then  considered  a  new  world.  One  of  these 
intimations  of  Providence  was  as  follows  : — They 
kept  two  cows,  which  were  considered  very  good 
ones,  as  they  gave  plenty  of  milk,  but  suddenly  the 
milk  refused  to  yield  any  butter.     This  was  at  once 
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by  all  the  neighbourhood  attributed  to  witchcraft, 
and  the  following  was  the  plan  suggested  by  one  of 
their  friends  to  break  the  enchantment.  They  were 
told  to  get  two  bottles  and  two  corks,  that  had  never 
been  used  before  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  fill 
them  with  cracked  cream  (cream  that  is  going  acid), 
and  to  put  them  in  the  middle  of  the  hay  mow,  with 
the  corks  downward,  and  there  to  let  them  remain. 
They  did  this  to  the  letter,  and  it  is  said  they  then 
got  plenty  of  butter  from  their  milk  without  any 
extraordinary  trouble.  This  device  soon  led  to  the 
detection  of  the  identical  witch,  for  an  old  woman 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  was  always  suspected  of 
being  one,  was  suddenly  taken  ill  with  a  dropsy, 
and  all  attempts  to  relieve  her  were  fruitless.  In 
the  extremity  of  her  suflFerings,  she  often  said,  "  that 
if  she  could  but  break  through  her  illness,  she  would 
be  revenged  on  those  who  had  been  the  cause  of  it." 
But  this  opportunity  never  occurred,  as  she  soon 
died  of  the  disorder.  I  do  not  know  that  the  two 
brothers  were  ever  again  tried  in  the  same  way; 
but  it  seems  they  were  so  hurt  at  this  and  other 
crosses  that  befel  them,  that  they  made  up  their 
minds  to  leave  the  country,  and  accordingly  they 
both  went  out  to  America. 

I  do  not  know  into  what  part  of  the  new  world 
they  went,  but  they  settled  there  as  farmers,  and 
prospered  very  well.     After  some  time,  Caleb  was 
b3 
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taken  with  a  complaint  which  disabled  him  from 
following  his  calling,  and  he  began  to  dress  hides, 
selling  them  at  a  great  profit.  Ey  this  means  he 
saved  many  hundreds  of  pounds,  and  as  he  now 
considered  himself  to  be  a  rich  man,  he  wished  to 
return  to  his  native  land,  and  there  to  live  at  ease. 
He  accordingly  set  sail  for  England  with  all  his 
property,  but  (as  my  aunt  said)  "  perhaps  he  might 
be  impelled  to  do  this  by  vanity,  like  David  of  old  in 
numbering  the  men ;  for  it  seemed  as  if  the  blessing 
of  the  Lord  did  not  attend  him,  for  the  vessel  was 
driven  by  a  storm  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  where  it 
was  wrecked,  and  he  barely  escaped,  losing  all  his 
riches."  He  never  returned  to  England,  nor  is  it 
known  where  he  ended  his  days.  I  believe  his 
brother  had  died  before  he  left  America.  While 
things  were  going  well  with  them,  they  frequently 
wrote  to  my  great-grandfather,  Enoch,  and  their 
other  relations  in  England,  inviting  them  to  join 
them  in  America.  These  invitations  seem  to  have 
had  some  influence  on  determining  Enoch,  for  he 
began  to  imagine  that  he  was  not  blessed  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  he  concluded  to  follow  them. 
But  his  wife  did  not  wish  to  go,  and  always  said, 
*'  she  wished  to  lay  her  bones  in  England,  her 
home." 

It  is  not  known  whether  her  objections  were  ever 
overcome,  but  it  appears  he  was  not  to  be  swayed 
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from  his  purpose  ;  for  one  morning  he  got  up  early  to 
leave  home,  in  order  to  make  some  arrangements  for 
going.  ''Here/'  he  says,  "Providence  interposed," 
for  while  he  was  washing  his  face,  he  was  suddenly 
seized  with  a  lameness,  so  that  he  could  not  leave 
the  house  for  some  time  afterwards.  This  he  took 
to  he  an  intimation  that  he  was  not  to  go  at  that 
period,  and  he  gave  up  the  idea  for  the  time  being. 
Not  long  after  this  he  had  another  child  horn,  and 
shortly  after  his  wife's  confinement  she  very  impru- 
dently went  into  the  pantry  without  her  shoes,  and 
caught  a  severe  cold,  which  soon  ended  in  her  death. 
Enoch  was  now  (1713)  left  with  a  small  family. 
His  eldest  daughter,  Mary,  was  then  twelve  years  of 
age,  John  ten,  Eeuhen  eight,  and  Lydia  an  infant. 
He  now  found  it  necessary  to  have  a  housekeeper, 

and  engaged  Hannah in  that  capacity.    She 

was  an  elderly  person,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a 
very  good  woman  ;  she  was  a  great  help  to  him, 
and  seems  to  have  seconded  him  in  instilling  a  fer- 
vent piety  and  strict  religious  principles  into  the 
minds  of  his  children.  It  appears  that  he  had 
given  up  the  intention  of  taking  his  family  to 
America  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  as  he  bound 
John,  my  grandfather,  as  an  apprentice,  on  Sep- 
tember 29th,  1717,  to  Joseph  Haigh,  of  Holms- 
wood,  in  the  parish  of  Almondbury.  The  original 
indenture   of  this   apprenticeship   I   have   in    my 
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possession ;  and  as  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  curious 
specimen  of  the  customs  of  those  days  in  such 
matters,  I  subjoin  it  at  full: — 

"This  Indenture  made  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of 
September  in  the  fourth  year  of  y®  Eeign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  George  by  y^  grace,  of  God  of  Eng- 
land Scotland  France  &  Ireland  King  Defender 
of  the  faith  &c.  Anno  Domini  1717  Between  John 
Armitage  Son  of  Enoch  Armitage  of  Lidgate  in 
y^  Parish  of  Kirkburton  &  County  of  York  Black- 
smith on  y^  one  p*-  &  Joseph  Haigh  of  Holms- 
wood  in  y^  Parish  of  Almundbury  &  County  afores*^. 
Linnen  Weaver  of  y®  other  party  Witnesseth  That 
y®  s^  John  Armitage  as  well  of  his  own  free  will  as 
with  y®  Consent  of  his  said  Father  hath  put  & 
bound  himself  an  Apprentice  &  Servant  to  &  with 
y«  s^  Joseph  Haigh  with  him  to  dwell  &  serve 
after  y®  manner  of  an  Apprentice  &  Servant  from 
y®  Day  of  y^  Date  hereof  for  during  &  untill  y®  Term 
of  Seven  whole  years  thence  next  following  be  fully 
compleat  &  Ended :  During  all  w^  s^  Term  y«  s^ 
Apprentice  his  said  Master  well  &  faithfully  shall 
serve,  his  Secrets  keep  &  his  Commandm*'  (being 
lawfull  and  honest)  he  shall  willingly  observe  & 
do.  Hurt  or  Damage  to  his  s  Master  he  shall  not 
do  nor  of  others  know  or  suffer  to  be  done,  but  the 
same  to  his  Power  he  shall  hinder,  or  his  s^  Master 
shall  warn,  the  Goods  of  his  s*^  Master  he  shall  not 
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wast  nor  them  to  any  one  lend  without  his  s^  Masters 
Licence,  Fornication  he  shall  not  commit  nor  Matri- 
mony w*^  any  woman  during  y^  s^  Term  he  shall 
not  contract,  At  Cards  Dice  or  any  other  unlawfull 
Games  he  shall  not  play,  Taverns  or  Alehouses,  or 
other  Houses  of  Eesort  he  shall  not  haunt  nor  fre- 
quent, except  it  be  about  his  Masters  Business  there 
to  be  done,  &  from  his  said  Service  he  shall  not 
depart   nor   absent    himself  neither  by   Day   nor 
Night    but   in   all   things   as   a   good    &  faithfull 
Servant  &  Apprentice  he  shall  justly  &  truly  be- 
have himself  towards  his  said  Master  &  all   his 
During  y®   s*^  Term.     And   the  said  Master   doth 
hereby  for  himself  his  Heirs  Executors  &  Adm°" 
promise    to     instruct    teach    &    inform    him    his 
s*^  Apprentice  or  cause  to  be  instructed  taught  & 
informed  in  y^Art  Trade  Mystery  or  Ocupation  of  a 
Linnen  weaver  after  y^  best  manner  he  now  or  here- 
after may  use  during  y®  s*^  Term  without  conceiling 
any  Thing  from  him  with  a  due  Manner  of  Chastise- 
ment &  not  otherwise,  &  shall  give  &  provide  unto 
&  for  y«  s^  Apprentice  good  &  sufficient  Meat  Drink 
Lodging  &  washing  &  all  other  Apparrel  convenient 
&  suitable  for  such  Apprentice  &  Serv*  &  shall  allow 
him  yearly  &  every  year  during  y®  s^  Term  one 
Shilling  as  his  wages  &  Sallery  for  his  s^  Service  & 
at  y^  End  of  y^  s^  Term  shall  make  &  give  to  his 
s*  apprentice  one  Suit  of  Apparel  for  his  loosing 
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Suit:  And  for  y^  true  performance  of  the  Covenants 
in  these  presents  contained  on  each  partys  Behalf 
to  he  ohserved  &  kept,  Both  Partys  hind   them- 
selves firmly  hy  these  Presents.    In  Witness  whereof 
both  partys  afores*^  herein  concerned  have  mutually 
&  interchangahly  set  their  Hands  &  Seals  y^  Day 
&  Year  ahovewritten. 
Sealed  Signed  &  delivered 
(being  first  written  on  treble 
Sixpenny  Stampt  Paper  as 
y^  Act  of  Parliamend  requires) 
In  the  Presence  of  us 

his 

John  H  Hinchliff 


James  Crosland. 


John    i^^^n  Armitage. 
Joseph   (seaM   Haigh. 


Soon  after  this,  Enoch  again  determined  to  go 
to  America,  and  his  housekeeper  consented  to  go 
with  him.  He  wished  to  take  all  his  children 
with  him,  and  applied  to  Haigh  to  give  up  John's 
indentures,  and  obtained  a  promise  that  he  would 
do  so.  Caleb  Armitage  his  nephew,  a  son  of 
Caleb    his    brother,    agreed    to   accompany  them. 


FAMILY  OF  THE  ARMITAGES.  15 

■  In  the  spring  of  1719  he  made  every  arrangement 
for  his  journey.*  All  his  relations  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood met  him  at  the  house  of  his  brother 
Caleb,  the  night  before  his  departure,  to  take  a 
formal  leave  of  the  wanderers.  Caleb's  wife  not 
knowing  that  John  was  to  go,  said,  ''Enoch,  you 
will  not  leave  the  lad,  will  you?"  He  said,  "  No, 
I  will  not  leave  root  or  branch  behind."  The 
evening  was  spent  in  religious  conversation  and 
prayer;  and  Enoch,  who  was  always  considered  as 
an  apostle  among  them,  read  a  part  of  the  20th 
chapter  of  the  Acts,  and  gave  them  his  parting 
advice  ;  and  like  Paul,  "  when  he  had  thus  spoken, 
he  kneeled  down  and  prayed  with  them  all.  And 
they  all  wept  sore,  and  fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed 
him.  Sorrowing  most  of  all  for  the  words  which 
he  spoke,  that  they  should  see  his  face  no  more." 

*  As  it  was  his  intention  to  purchase  land,  he  took 
with  him  aU  the  gold  he  had  of  his  own,  and  was  likewise 
assisted  by  some  friend  or  friends  who  lent  him  some,  to 
which  he  alludes  in  several  of  his  letters.  If  bills  of 
exchange  were  then  used  by  merchants  in  their  transac- 
tions between  England  and  America,  it  appears  he  did  not 
avail  himself  of  them ;  and  as  the  law  would  not  allow  any 
one  to  take  gold  coin  out  of  the  kingdom,  he  got  a  very 
strong  pair  of  shoes  made,  that  were  hoUow  in  the  sole 
and  heel,  in  which  he  secreted  his  guineas,  and  had  an 
inner  sole  stitched  over  them.  I  have  no  certain  means  of 
knowing  who  the  Mends  were  that  lent  him  money. 
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On  the  morning  of  his  departure  he  had  a  trial  for 
which  he  was  not  prepared.  He  sent  his  son 
John  off  early,  to  go  to  his  master's,  for  a  part  of 
his  clothes,  which  he  had  left  there ;  and  arranged 
for  the  hoy  to  meet  them  on  the  road  at  the  foot  of 
a  hill.  But  Haigh  had  deceived  them  ;  he  would 
not  part  with  his  apprentice,  and  commanded  him 
to  stop  at  the  house.  He  took  his  horse,  and  met 
the  family  at  the  place  appointed,  and  told  them> 
"  that  the  lad  had  changed  his  mind,  and  would 
not  go;  besides  (said  he),  I  have  already  lost  my 
best  apprentice,  and  cannot  part  with  John  on  any 
terms,  as  it  would  ruin  my  business."  He  then  left 
them  and  rode  away.  They  had  no  time  for  ascer- 
taining the  truth  of  this  statement,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  travel  on  in  sorrow  and  disappointment. 
Poor  John  had  stolen  away  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
and  watched  them  depart — his  heart  wrung  to  the 
core  with  the  idea  of  the  opinion  his  father  would 
form  of  his  conduct.  His  own  feelings  at  so  part- 
ing with  all  that  were  most  dear  to  him  in  the 
world,  were  quite  overpowering  ;  he  stood  there  till 
they  were  lost  to  his  sight,  and  then  sat  down  and 
cried  bitterly. 

Mr.  Henry  Moorhouse  showed  me  two  letters 
that  Enoch  had  written  to  his  friend,  Mr.  George 
Moorhouse,  of  Stoney  Bank,  Lydgate.  The  first 
is   dated  March   14,  1719,  the  day  on  which  they 
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sailed  from  Liverpool  in  the  ship  "  Benjamin"  for 
New  York ;  and  the  other  is  dated  March  1 9th, 
from  Cork,  where  the  vessel  touched  to  complete 
her  stores. 

From  these  letters  it  appears,  that  within  a  few 
hours  after  they  had  got  into  the  river  at  Liver- 
pool, the  pilot  missed  his  course,  and  the  vessel 
struck  three  times.  The  captain  told  them  that 
they  were  all  lost,  which  however  was  a  mistake, 
for  the  ship  righted  again,  and  they  proceeded  on 
their  way.  From  Cork  he  writes:  "  On  the  17"* 
about  midnight,  we  were  near  a  place  where  there 
are  many  Rocks  on  the  Irish  Coast ;  it  being  dark, 
y^  Mate  called  that  he  saw  land,  y®  Captain  and 
half  y^  Crew  being  laid  down,  they  started  up 
and  ran  on  deck  in  great  consternation,  but  to  our 
joy  it  was  discovered  that  we  were  on  y^  right  side 
of  y^  Rocks  and  had  depth  enough,  yet  it  oc- 
casioned y®  furhng  of  y^  Sails,  by  which  our 
motion  was  slackened  for  two  hours,  and  caused  us 
to  be  at  Sea  one  night  longer  than  was  expected." 
He  describes  the  weather  as  having  been  very 
tempestuous  till  they  reached  Cork. 

It  has  been  said  that  when  a  landsman  goes  to 
sea  for  the  first  time,  the  weather  is  always  very 
rough  indeed;  and  the  ship  encounters  more 
dreadful  storms,  and  has  more  hairbreadth  escapes, 
than  ninety- nine    out   of   every    hundred   regular 
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sailors  ever  see  in  their  entire  lives.  However,  it 
appears  that  the  weather  was  such  as  is  common 
in  March,  and  we  may  naturally  suppose  that  at 
that  time  nautical  skill  was  not  what  it  is  now. 

They  all  arrived  safe  at  New  York  (hut  when, 
does  not  appear),  and  Enoch  proceeded  to  New 
Jersey,  and  soon  after  purchased  a  considerahle 
tract  of  land.  It  was  called  "  Stoney  Brook,"  was 
in  the  township  of  Hopewell,  in  the  county  of  Hun- 
terton,  ahout  six  miles  from  Princeton,  and  near  a 
small  town  called  Pennington,  and  ahout  twenty 
miles  from  Amboy,  which  is  a  small  seaport 
town.  The  land  had  as  a  boundary  a  mill- 
stream  called  Stoney  Brook,  between  it  and  Pen- 
nington. A  portion  of  it  was  already  cleared  from 
timber  and  under  cultivation.  There  were  several 
log  houses  upon  it,  one  of  which  was  upon  a 
road  running  through  the  land  to  a  settlement 
called  "  Kockey  Hill,"  and  in  this  house  Enoch 
established  himself  as  a  blacksmith  and  white- 
smith ;  and  where  he  soon  became  a  man  in  high 
estimation  for  his  exemplary  conduct  and  character. 
All  the  letters  I  have  seen  are  dated  from  Hopewell, 
except  when  the  writers  have  happened  to  be 
from  home.  I  have  seen  none  from  any  of  the 
family,  after  they  arrived,  of  an  earlier  date  than 
one  from  Enoch  to  his  son  John,  viz.,  April  30th, 
1725;  though  from  that  letter  it  appears  that  he 
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must  have  written  to  John  several  times  before ; 
but  these  previous  letters  have  never  come  into 
my  possession.  The  letter  in  question  would  arrive 
in  England  soon  after  John's  apprenticeship 
expired.  In  every  letter  from  Enoch  to  his  son, 
he  expresses  his  earnest  desire  that  John  should 
follow  the  rest  of  the  family  to  America,  and  for 
this  purpose  he  made  a  bargain  with  a  captain  to 
take  him  from  London,  in  October,  1725  ;  but,  for 
some  unknown  reason,  John  did  not  avail  himself 
of  the  offer.  In  1729,  he  again  made  arrange- 
ments for  his  sailing  from  Liverpool;  and  afterwards, 
a  third  time,  from  the  same  place,  in  1731.  It  is 
said  that  John  went  twice  to  Liverpool  for  the 
purpose  of  embarking ;  but  the  first  time,  he  found 
the  vessel  had  sailed  when  he  got  there,  and  I 
have  no  information  respecting  his  second  disap- 
pointment— if  disappointment  it  was,  for  I  have 
heard  my  aunt  Hannah  (his  daughter)  say,  "  that 
she  believed  he  was  not  as  wishful  to  go,  as  his 
father  was  to  see  him  ;  for  she  had  been  told  that 
an  attachment  existed  between  him  and  his  cousin 
Hannah  Armitage,  the  daughter  of  Caleb,  which 
for  some  reason  he  did  not  at  that  time  wish  to 
acknowledge  to  his  father." 

This  proved  to  be  the  case,  as  he  eventually 
married  her. 

From  the  American  letters  it  seems  that  he  did 
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not  often  write  to  the  family,  and  never  expressed 
a  wish  to  follow  his  father  after  he  was  married. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  read  the  letters  of  old 
Enoch  to  his  son.  They  vividly  express  the  strong 
feeling  of  paternal  love,  of  sterling  honesty,  and 
ahove  all,  of  piety  of  heart,  and  hope  and  trust 
in  God.  These  shine  out  so  plainly  in  the  un- 
sophisticated language  and  style  in  which  they 
were  all  written,  that  we  see  the  whole  character  of 
the  inner  man,  as  it  were,  spread  out  before  us : 
our  hearts  cling  to  him  in  sympathy  and  love,  until 
we  fondly  cherish  the  hope  that  we  may  yet  meet 
with  him  where  the  trials  and  sufferings  we  have  all 
passed  through  in  this  world  will  be  seen  in  their 
true  colours,  as  the  means  which  a  wise  and  good 
God  has  seen  fit  to  lead  us  through  as  a  preparation 
for  heaven. 

I  shall  here  give  a  copy  of  all  the  letters  from 
Enoch  that  are  in  my  possession,  and  such  extracts 
from  the  other  letters  as  may  be  interesting  to 
read : — 

To  John  Armitage^  son  of  Enoch  Armitage. 

April  30th,  1725. 
Beloved  Son, 

It  is  with  no  small  joy  y*  I  received  the  tidings  of 
thy  willingness  to  come  to  me,  I  wish  thou  may  con- 
tinue Steadfast  in  thy  Resolution  &  I  will  afi'ord  thee 
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all  the  assistance  I  can.  I  know  not  whether  Mr. 
Foster  be  at  York  (New  York)  or  no,  nor  where  his 
Ship  is,  if  I  can  hear  y*  he  is  at  York  &  his  ship 
for  going  to  England,  I  will  go  &  bargain  with  him 
to  bring  thee  over  &  I  will  pay  him.  If  thou 
desire  ever  to  come  y^  sooner  the  better  for  thyself, 
because  the  way  of  managing  Business  here  is 
so  different  from  England.  It  is  a  great  adwantage 
to  thy  Brother  being  brought  up  in  y*  way  of  busi- 
ness by  which  he  must  live,  but  thou  may  learn, 
and  working  along  with  thy  brother  will  bring  thee 
into  the  way,  for  he  hath  indeavoured  much  to  im- 
prove himself  y*  way,  and  while  thou  labours,  thou 
furtherest  thine  own  good,  as  the  advantage  of  thy 
labour  will  help  to  pay  the  debt  &  so  clear  the 
Estate  which  thee  &  thy  Brother  will  find  much 
easier  to  do  in  the  method  y*  things  are  brought 
into,  than  if  thou  purchased  elsewhere,  but  I  will 
lay  thee  under  no  Eestraint  as  to  these  things,  but 
if  thou  be  willing  to  assist  in  clearing  the  Estate, 
I  hope  with  the  blessing  of  God,  we  shall  do  it  in 
a  few  years.  I  have  writ  thee  an  account  of  the 
situation,  the  nature  of  the  Soil  &  other  circum- 
stances of  my  place  2  years  ago,  but  know  not 
whether  ever  thou  received  it,  so  I  shall  repeat 
some  things  I  then  writ.  It  is  situate  in  42 
degrees  north  Lat.  on  the  East  side  of  Stoney  Brook, 
in  this  form 
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I  compard  the  shape  of  it  thus  as  if  the  upper 
comer  at  the  hrook  was  fixt  at  New  Mill  &  so  along 
the  brook  to  Mithamhrig,  from  thence  arising  some- 
thing sloping  a  little  as  if  the  line  went  by  Town- 
end  to  the  upper  corner,  but  something  narrower 
at  the  top,  then  along  the  brook,  scarcely  any  part 
flat  but  a  little  descending,  after  the  manner  of 
Morecroft  at  Lidgate.  The  settlement  is  nigh  the 
brook  containing  258  Acres.  208  acres  the  first 
purchase  &  50  acres  bought  after.  The  produce  we 
raise  off  it  is  Wheat  and  Eye,  Oats,  Indian  Com 
&  Flax,  two  years  I  raised  some  Hemp,  but  want- 
ing hands  to  manage  I  left  it  off,  we  raise  Tobacco 
only  for  our  own  use,  the  land  nigh  the  brook 
affords  as  good  Meadow  I  think  as  ever  I  saw  in 
England,  we  can  mow  twice  a  year  without  tillage  and 
have  good  crops,  but  the  greatest  part  of  my 
meadow  lies  to  the  woods  because  I  have  not 
hands  enough  to  improve  it,  but  I  am  now  taking 
in  20  acres  &  clearing  off  the  wood,  as  I  have 
occasion  for  it.  It  will  be  a  fine  and  rich  meadow 
&  lies  the  evenest  of  any  of  the  tract,  &  easily 
fenced,  having  the  brook  on  one  side  &  a  swamp 
on  the  other.  We  call  that  a  swamp  which  you 
call  a  slow.     Through  the  middle  of  the  land  is  a 
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Road  which  I  design  shall  be  the  line  of  division 
between  thee  &  thy  Brother  if  I  can  clear  oif  debts 
&  thou  come  before  I  dye.  But  if  thou  comes  not 
and  there  be  debts,  the  one  half  shall  be  sold,  for  I 
will  wrong  no  man,  but  if  thou  comes,  we  can  I 
believe,  with  the  leave  of  Providence  defray  all.  It 
may  be  -thou  would  know  what  this  Estate  may  be 
worth  &P.  The  258  acres  cost  me  ^210  York 
currency,  which  is  Ss.  the  ounce.  Some  persons 
have  settled  on  a  wrong  title  &  have  their  lands 
to  buy  over  again,  of  which  I  was  informed  before 
I  bought,  but  this  was  then,  &  yet  is  counted 
good.  The  other  titles  was  then  very  cheap,  but 
all  lands  advance  in  price,  &  the  title  I  have,  most 
of  all.  A  neighbour  of  mine  sold  190  acres  of  this 
title  for  ^041 5.  Considering  the  present  circum- 
stances of  both  places,  mine  is  better  by  sOlOO 
though  there  is  better  housing,  yet  the  land  is  wore 
out  with  plowing,  as  mine  was  when  I  bought  it,  & 
must  rest,  as  I  let  mine,  or  in  a  few  years  it  will  be 
good  for  nothing,  which  I  found  a  great  loss  for 
because  I  would  not  ruin  it.  I  cleaned  what  I 
sowed  &  that  was  a  great  charge,  wages  being  so 
great,  run  away  with  my  gains,  which  if  I  had  not 
had  a  trade  would  have  overthrown  me, — besides 
that  place  has  no,  or  little  meadow  land,  &  the  wood 
almost  destroyed  which  should  both  fence  the  land 
&  keep  the  fires,  whereas  mine  is  saved  all  I  can,  & 
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if  after  Generations  save  the  wood  as  I  have  done, 
there  will  he  enough  on  this  place  while  the  world 
endures.  All  these  things  compared,  every  one 
y*  considers  them  concludes  as  I  do,  y*  if  y*  place 
be  worth  dG4)15  y*  mine  is  worth  ^500  which  I 
should  be  loath  to  take,  let  men  buy  or  sell  as  they 
will.  This  place  hath  some  advantages  which  it 
had  not  when  I  bought  it.  There  is  a  Mill  built 
on  the  next  Plantation  which  is  3  qrs  of  a  mile  from 
my  House.  And  we  are  going  to  build  a  Chapell 
about  a  mile  off,  the  collection  for  it  is  already 
upwards  of  ^Gl  00  which  with  the  Proclamation  Money 
will  we  suppose  finish  the  outside.  My  stock  is  1 7 
Cattle  &  Horse  kind,  21  Sheep  besides  Hogs,  too 
small  yet,  so  till  it  be  greater  cannot  spare  to  make 
money. 

If  at  any  time  thou  comes  to  sea,  let  it  be  the 
chief  of  thy  care  to  provide  for  thyself  sufficient 
Victuals  though  those  be  at  the  finding  of  the  Master 
of  the  Vessel,  for  perhaps  thou  may  either  be  pincht 
by  them,  or  cannot  always  eat  their  Victuals,  rather 
let  thy  back  want  clothing  than  want  necessary 
food.  If  possible  furnish  thyself  with  a  good  Chest 
with  a  good  Lock  &  take  care  to  look  to  thy  Key,  for 
it  may  happen  there  may  be  such  as  will  steal  even 
thy  Hat  from  thy  Head  if  thou  do  not  take  care. 
It  will  be  good  to  fasten  strings  to  thy  Hat,  to  keep 
it  from  being  blown  off.     Our  Ships  crew  lost  in  all 
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16  Hats  blown  off  their  Heads.  It  will  be  needful 
to  buy  a  Keg  &  fill  it  with  Brandy,  2  Gallons  or  at 
least  1  Gallon  &  a  half,  to  sup  as  thou  finds  oc- 
casion, for  it  will  be  a  great  means  to  cheer  thy 
spirits  &  keep  thy  health,  &  it  will  be  of  great 
use  to  thee  to  procure  favour  of  the  Sailors,  to  give 
them  now  &  then  a  Dram,  for  thou  wilt  need  their 
help,  but  be  sure  thou  be  not  too  forward  in  giving 
thy  Brandy  or  Victuals,  for  if  thou  be  over  free, 
they  will  have  at  thee  till  all  thou  hath  is  spent, 
&  afterwards  if  thou  want  a  kindness  thou  must 
have  a  disdainful  answer  but  no  help,  for  they  do 
not  show  the  same  humanity  at  Sea  as  on  Land.  It 
will  be  prudence  to  observe  the  temper  of  tbe 
Sailors  as  well  as  thou  can,  &  if  thou  discernest  any 
one  of  common  stability  or  honesty,  engage  that 
for  thy  Friend,  &  spare  thy  gifts  from  the  rest  to 
bestow  on  him,  &  then  if  thou  need  help,  he  will 
either  by  one  means  or  other  procure  it,  but  be 
sure  thy  gifts  be  not  so  as  to  waste  thy  store  too 
much,  for  Voyages  sometimes  are  longer  than  ex- 
pected. Thou  wilt  often  want  Water,  &  if  thou 
have  a  Dram  to  purchase  it  a  Boy  will  get  it  thee 
by  some  means,  but  if  thou  be  evil  dealt  with  by 
the  Sailors,  complain  to  the  Captain  &  be  not  afraid 
to  speak,  but  do  it  not  upon  small  matters,  for  keep 
peace  with  the  Sailors  if  thou  canst,  without  suffer- 
ing, but  if  they  abuse  thee,  y*  must  be  thy  remedy. 

c 


26  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

As  for  food,  good  Cheese  is  excellent  at  Sea,  & 
likewise  vinegar,  &  some  Sugar  is  usefull.  We  had 
Victuals  enough,  but  some  of  it  so  bad,  y*  I  some- 
times, if  I  could  chew  a  mouthfull  of  beef  my  Heart 
rose  &  I  forced  it  down  with  water,  sometimes  2  or 
3  mouthfulls  for  a  dinner,  but  Cheese  I  could  eat 
any  time,  &  when  ours  was  spent,  I  bought  of 
a  Sailor,  for  we  had  no  Cheese  allowed  us,  & 
Cheese  was  almost  all  y*  Hannah  lived  on.  One 
thing  I  must  tell  thee  concerning  Sea  Sickness, 
when  we  put  to  Sea,  the  Deck  was  crowded  with 
Cables,  Kopes,  Chests  &  other  lumber,  y*  we  must 
creep  along  them  till  they  were  put  in  order.  We 
all  fell  sick  at  once.  I  had  brought  them  there, 
&  sick  or  sound  I  thought  I  must  help  all  I 
could,  so  I  crept  to  &  again  to  get  them  what 
they  wanted,  and  caused  Mary  to  help  me  to  wait 
on  the  rest,  after  we  two  had  tewd  and  tewd  a 
while  we  were  quite  well,  the  others  that  lay  still 
continued  sick.  After  sickness  the  Lads  slept  & 
would  not  be  persuaded  to  rise,  &  I  ignorantly  in- 
dulged them  so  long,  that  they  began  to  lose  the 
use  of  their  limbs. 

The  Sailors  told  me  they  would  lay  tillthey  were 
dead  if  I  did  not  force  them  up,  so  I  pulled  Caleb 
out  of  Bed  &  put  him  on  his  Clothes  &  got  him 
up  on  Deck,  and  bare  up  one  side,  and  movd 
him   about   till  he  began  to  use   his  Legs,  &  as 
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soon  as  he  could  stand  by  hold  of  the  Boat,  I  did  so 
by  Eeubin  &  in  a  few  hours  they  could  walk  alone 
&  were  well  ever  afterwards,  &  I  believe  too  much 
indulging  Hannah  this  way  was  the  cause  she  was 
so  long  ill,  but  there  was  no  perswading  her,  &  I 
thought  I  must  not  use  force  with  her,  as  I  could 
do  with  my  own.  So  take  this  as  a  caution  not  to 
ly,  but  bestir  thyself  in  y*  case.  It  is  pleasant  to 
me  thus  in  my  thoughts  to  talk  to  thee  at  this  un- 
comfortable distance,  but  my  Paper  is  full.  Fear 
God,  serve  him,  keep  good  company,  do  not  settle 
thyself  where  thou  canst  not  attend  on  public  or- 
dinances. Now  y*  God  would  bless  thee,  &  keep  & 
guide  &  direct  thee  &  that  if  it  be  his  will,  let  me 
see  thy  face  before  I  die,  is  the  sincere  desire  of 
thy  compasionate  Father, 

Enoch  Armitage. 

To  George  MoorJwuse  for  John  Armitage. 

October  21,  1728. 
Beloved  Son, 

I  in  haste  write  this   to   inform  thee  yt  I 

came   to   New  York  on   purpose  to  agree  for  thy 

passage  if  thou  be  willing  to   come  with   Captain 

Thomas   Smith,  he   sets    sail  from  hence  in   two 

weeks,   &  expects  to  return  in  February  or  March 

from  London.     If  thou  be  willing  to  come  at  this 

time,  I  advise  thee  to  go  to  London  as  soon  as 

c2 
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possible  after  the  receipt  of  this,  &  when  thou 
gets  there,  inquire  for  Mrs.  Margaret  Lester, 
Inchorry  Garden  Street  in  Southwark,  or  Redif 
Wall  London,  for  her  brother  my  friend  hath 
writ  to  her  to  entertain  thee,  &  if  thou  comes 
before  the  ship  is  ready  to  sail,  he  desires  her  to 
help  thee  to  employment  in  thy  trade  till  the  Ship 
sets  sail.  She  dwells  not  far  from  Captain  Smith  & 
I  hope  she  will  do  thee  any  service  for  her  brother's 
sake.  I  have  writ  thee  a  letter  &  thy  brother 
another  by  way  of  York.  I  sent  one  to  Mr.  George 
Tinker,  by  way  of  Philadelphia,  but  know  not 
whether  they  came  to  hand.  If  thou  comes  I  shall 
be  glad,  &  must  pay  thy  passage  at  thy  arrival  at 
New  York.  If  it  be  in  thy  power  provide  thyself 
with  some  Brandy  &  Cheese  for  thy  comfort,  if  it 
should  happen  y*  provisions  be  scarce.  I  hope 
Captain  Smith  will  be  kind  to  thee.  I  must  bid 
thee  farewell.  We  are  all  in  good  health  blessed  be 
God.  I  pray  God  direct  &  prosper  thee  if  it  be 
his  blessed  will. 

From  thy  loving  Father 

Enoch  Armitage. 
My  kind  love  to  all 
relations  &  friends. 

The    next   is    an   extract    from  the  letter  from 
Reuben    Armitage,  referred  to  in   the   letter  from 
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Enoch  of    Oct.    21st,    1725,  but  it   has  no    date 
upon  it. 
"Loving  Brother, 

This  is  my  kind  respect  unto  you  hoping 
these  lines  will  find  you  in  good  health  as  we  all 
be  at  present  blessed  be  God.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  you  have  a  mind  to  come  here,  for  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  you,  you  being  the 
only  Brother  that  I  have  in  the  world.  [Here 
follows  an  account  of  the  farm,  &c.,  which,  as  it 
has  been  given  in  his  father's  letter,  I  need  not 
insert.]  This  tract  of  Laud  cost  210^.  but  is  not 
all  paid  yet,  it  having  pleased  Divine  Providence  to 
put  such  stops  in  the  way  as  was  contrary  to  ex- 
pectation. Therefore  Brother  if  you  design  to 
come  over,  the  sooner  you  come  and  the  better, 
by  Keason  you  may  if  you  please  assist  in  paying 
the  debt  that  is  behind,  that  our  Father  may  enjoy 
some  comfort  in  his  old  age,  who  has  ventured  his 
life  for  the  sake  of  his  worthless  Children,  and 
this  is  most  I  crave  for.  I  having  a  great  desire 
to  see  some  other  parts  of  the  world.  And  if  you 
come,  I  would  advise  you,  cloath  yourself  as  well 
as  you  can,  for  cloathes  is  very  dear  here,  and 
moreover  nothing  will  be  more  credit  to  your 
person  here  than  fashionable  Cloathes,  &  if  you 
have  any  small  matter  to  spare,  bring  it  in  Money, 
for  that  is  ready  in  sickness  &in  health,  &  you  may 
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by  chance  sooner  save  it  from  Pirates  than  Goods. 
I  desire  you  to  remember  my  Love  to  all  my 
Kelations  &  Friends,  to  my  Uncle  Samuel,  &  tell 
him  I  have  Eec*^  that  money  of  Anne  Dearnally 
and  have  bought  some  Bees  with  a  part  of  it,  and 
they  all  flew  away  and  left  the  Hive.  I  have  put 
some  more  Money  to  the  remainder  and  bought  a 
Mare  &  Foal.  Eemember  my  Love  to  Ben  Green 
and  tell  him  I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  how  the 
affairs  of  the  World  go  on  with  him — and  so  no 
more  from  your  Beloved  Brother 

Reuben  Armitage. 

To  John  Armitage,  to  he  left  with  Edward 
Holt  Callenderer  in  Market  Street  Lane  Man- 
chester Lancashire. 

February  11th  172| 

Beloved  Son 

I  Eeceived  from  Cousin  Caleb  that  which 
thou  wrote  to  him  y^  24th  of  June  last  and  am 
glad  to  hear  y*  then  thou  was  in  health  and  also 
y*  thou  art  desirous  to  come  to  me  I  being  very 
desirous  to  see  thee  before  I  die — Here  is  a 
young  man,  John  Alderson  Son  to  one  John  Alder- 
son  who  keeps  a  Brandy  Shop  in  Strand  Street 
near  the  Dock  at  the  sign  of  the  Golden  Gallon 
in  Liverpool.  I  have  written  to  the  old  Gentle- 
man to  desire  him,  if  thou  come  to  Liverpool,  to 
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assist  thee  in  agreeing  for  thy  passage,  &  if  thou 
stand  in  need  of  any  other  assistance,  to  furnish 
thee  with  any  thing  thou  may  need  for  thy 
voyage.  His  son  encourages  me  y*  his  Father  will 
do  for  thee  as  I  desire.  He  is  a  civil  well-minded 
young  man,  he  was  deceived  by  a  Captain  in 
Dublin,  who  got  him  slily  into  his  Vessel,  and 
brought  him  and  sold  him  for  4  years  forward  to 
my  neighbour.  If  thou  come  be  sure  to  furnish 
thyself  with  a  Chest  and  a  good  Lock,  and  at  least 
2  Gallons  of  Brandy  to  taste,  for  cheering  thy 
spirits,  &  as  much  good  cheese  as  thou  can,  lest 
the  allowance  of  the  Ships  Provisions  be  not  either 
sufficient,  or  not  agreeable  to  thee,  &  agree  for  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Water  every  day,  &  express 
how  much  in  thy  bargain,  &  get  thy  lodging  as 
near  the  Steerage  as  thou  can  for  the  benefit  of  the 
air,  and  when  thou  art  Sea  Sick,  be  sure  thou  do 
not  ly  still,  but  bestir  thyself  as  much  as  thou  can, 
&  thou  will  soon  be  well.  Thou  must  eat  with  the 
sailors  &  do  not  provoke  them,  but  if  any  abuse  thee 
acquaint  the  Captain.  I  have  writ  to  thee  about 
these  things  before,  and  may  God  Almighty  direct, 
preserve,  and  prosper  thee,  &  give  thee  a  safe  voyage 
&  comfortable  arrival  at  thy  Fathers  House,  y*  we 
may  have  occasion  to  bless  God  for  his  kindness 
to  us,  for  his  mercies  sake.  We  are  all  through 
mercy  in  good  health.      Thy  Sister  Mary  hath  two 


S2  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

Daughters.  As  for  the  Plantation  I  have  given  thee 
account  of  it  before,  &  I  shall  say  nothing  about  it 
now,  but  it  is  large  enough  for  both  thee  &  thy  Bro- 
ther, most  of  it  good  Land  yielding  good  crops  now, 
but  my  charge  of  improving  it  hath  kept  me  back 
from  answering  the  just  expectations  of  my  friends, 
but  through  mercy  things  are  much  better  than  once 
they  was.  If  it  please  God  to  spare  me  a  few 
years,  I  hope  he  will  enable  me  to  obtain  my  Heart's 
desire  in  paying  every  one  their  just  due.  The 
bearer  waits,  so  can  write  no  more  at  present.  We 
all  give  our  kind  Kespects  to  thee,  hoping  to  see 
thee  this  Summer. 

From  thy  Loving  Father, 

Enoch  Armitage. 

To  John  Armitage,  Droylsden. 

This  is  partly  a  duplicate  of  the  one  dated 
February  11,  so  that  I  shall  merely  copy  what  was 
not  in  the  other. 

February  12,  172|. 

Beloved  Son, 

I   agreed  with  Captain   Smith  3 

years  ago  to  bring  thee  &  sent  thee  a  letter  to  come 
with  him,  but  I  suppose  it  miscarried.  I  was  to 
give  him  nine  pounds  for  bringing  thee  and  finding 
the  with  provisions,  but  I  hope  thou  may  agree  for 
less,  because  Liverpool  Vessels  Victualing  in  Ireland 
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can  furnish  themselves  cheaper  than  at  London. 
I  know  they  can  afford  to  hring  thee  for  eight 
pounds  &  I  believe  they  will,  rather  than  come 
without  thee  &  y*  I  shall  be  willing  to  give,  but 
thou  may  agree  as  thou  can.  I  think  if  thou  have 
money  to  pay  thy  passage,  it  would  be  thy  best 
course  to  agree  to  pay  at  thy  arrival  here,  because  if 
they  have  their  pay,  if  thou  should  be  sick  perhaps 
they  might  not  much  regard  thy  life,  for  thy  death 
would  be  their  gain,  but  for  to  pay  when  thou  comes 
to  shore,  may  cause  them  to  pay  more  regard.  I  am 
informed  that  there  is  a  Vessel  comes  from  Liver- 
pool to  Amboy  every  year,  y*  is  the  nearest  port 
about  20  miles  from  my  house  &  in  this  province, 
but  either  there  or  New  York  or  Philadelphia  will  do. 
If  thou  can  avoid  it,  come  not  in  a  small  Vessel 
where  there  is  many  passengers,  it  being  unwhole- 
some in  hot  weather.  ...  be  not  too  forward 
in  giving  away  thy  Brandy  &  Cheese.  Our  Sailors 
was  kind  to  us  as  long  as  we  had  Cheese  &  Butter 
&  Brandy  to  give  them,  but  when  it  was  spent 
shewed  us  no  regard,  which  if  I  had  known  sooner 
I  should  have  kept  it  from  them.  Behave  thyself 
civilly  to  the  Sailors,  but  thou  needs  not  be  a  slave 
or  servant  to  any  in  the  ship,  because  what  thou 
hast  of  them  must  be  paid  for.  If  Mr.  Alderson  or 
any  other  friend  helps  thee  to  make  thy  bargain, 
desire  them  to  see  the  conditions  written  &  bring 
c3 
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them  safe  to  me.  Thou  must  lash  thy  Chest  fast 
to  one  side  of  the  Vessel,  else  it  will  he  hroken.  I 
would  have  thee  to  take  the  first  opportunity  to 
come,  that  thou  may  get  in  before  Winter.  .  .  . 
We  enjoy  Peace  &  Plenty  &  Health  &  the  means  of 
Grace.  We  are  all  desirous  of  seeing  thee  &  give 
our  kind  respects  to  thee. 

Thy  loving  Father, 

Enoch  Armitage. 
From  Stoney  Brook,  Hopewell 

in  New  Jersey. 
P.S.  As  I  have  not  forgotten  thee  one  day  since 
I  came  here,  I  hope  God  Almighty  will  grant  me 
the  petition  that  I  have  often  asked  of  him,  for 
Mercy  &  Grace  for  thee,  and  a  safe  arrival  at  thy 
Father's  House,  &  I  hope  God  will  enable  me  to 
obtain  my  heart's  desire  in  discharging  my  obliga- 
tions to  All  Men. 

(Keceived  April  18,  1729  Postage  2s.) 

To  John  Armitage.  Living  with  Christopher 
Travis,  at  Droylsden,  to  he  left  with  Edward 
Holt  Callenderer  in  Drury  Lane  in  Manchester. 

May  18,  1731. 
Beloved  Son, 

I  have  not  heard  from  thee  since  the  letter  thou 

sent  to  William  Briant,  he  saith  he  writ  two  letters 

to  thee  after  but  received  no  answer.     Last  thurs- 
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day  I  heard  there  was  a  Vessel  built  at  Burlington 
ready  to  sail  to  Liverpool*  &  this  day  I  came  in  hope 
to  agree  for  thy  passage  in  her  return,  hut  when  I 
came  I  find  she  is  built  here  for  Merchants  in  Dub- 
lin. Captain  Henry  who  built  her  saith  she  goes  to 
Liverpool  &  then  to  Dublin  &  how  the  owners  will 
then  dispose  of  her,  he  knows  not,  he  promises  to 
take  care  of  any  Letters  I  commit  to  him,  so  I  send 
this  one  more  to  tell  thee  y*  we  all  desire  to  see 
thee.  It  seems  strange  thou  cannot  get  a  passage, 
when  there  can  come  thousands  from  Ireland  who 
are  not  worth  one  penny.  I  told  thee  if  thou  can 
do  no  other  way  y*  thou  may  enter  into  Indenture 
&  if  thou  come  either  to  Philadelphia,  Burlington, 
New  York  or  Amboy,  thou  might  soon  let  me  know, 
&  I  should  soon  redeem  thee.  I  am  sorry  for  thy 
absence  on  several  accounts,  not  only  from  natural 
afiection  which  makes  me  desire  thy  company,  but 
because  thou  loses  so  much  of  thy  time  &  gains 
nothing,  whereas  if  thou  had  been  here  some  years 
since,  the  Plantation  might  have  been  clear.  I  paid 
last  year  60is  &  expected  to  pay  this  year  as  much 
and  then  next  year  made  returns  to  my  friends  in 
Burton  Parish,  but  this  year  wheat  bears  so  small 
price  y*  my  Customers  say  as  others  do,  they  will 
go  to  Jail  before  they  will  part  with  wheat  at  2*.  or 
2s.  6d.  a  Bushel  as  some  are  forced  to  sell.  If  I  ' 
could  get  what  I  have  oweing  to  me  &  sell  my 
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Wheat  y*  lies  in  my  Chamber  at  as  good  a  price  as 
it  went  last  year,  I  should  raise  almost  100£  which 
would  bring  my  affairs  into  such  order  as  with  the 
blessing  of  God  I  could  soon  provide  to  satisfy  my 
friends  in  Yorkshire.  I  am  in  difficulty  how  to 
settle  my  affairs  by  reason  of  thy  absence  yet  dare 
not  be  without  a  Will,  lest  there  should  after  my 
decease  be  a  failure  in  paying  what  I  owe  in  Eng- 
r  land  if  I  should  die  soon.  I  writ  to  Mr.  John 
Alderson  who  keeps  a  Brandy  shop  near  Dock  in 
Liverpool  to  assist  thee  in  geting  a  passage.  His 
son  John  hath  writ  6  letters  to  him  but  never  re- 
ceived an  answer.  I  write  to  him  by  this  vessel 
y'  brings  this.  If  he  is  alive,  his  son  hopes  he  will 
assist  thee  if  thou  go  to  him.  We  are  all  through 
Mercy  in  a  good  state  of  health.  Thy  sister  Mary 
hath  3  daughters  &  all  in  health.  Reuben  labours 
hard  to  get  debts  paid,  and  Lydia  is  yet  with  us  in 
good  health.  My  Wife  continues  as  usual  as  to  her 
health,  they  all  long  to  see  thee.  I  would  have 
thee  write  to  us  to  let  us  know  thy  mind  &  thy  cir- 
dlimstances,  if  thou  will  come,  endeavour  to  do  it. 
If  thy  mind  is  not  to  come,  let  me  know,  then  I  shall 
know  how  to  order  my  affairs. 

I  pray  daily  for  thee  &  hope  to  see  thee,  if  not 
before  I  die,  yet  in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 
From  thy  Loving  Father, 

Writ  at  Burlington.  Enoch  Armitage. 
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I  believe  tliis  is  the  last  letter  tliat  was  sent  by 
old  Enoch  to  his  son  John,  though  he  did  not  die 
before  the  28th  of  January,  1738-9. 

The  next  is  from  Eeuben  Armitage  to  his  brother 
John. 

Hopewell  June  18,  1739. 
Loving  Brother, 

I  have  with  longing  expectation  desired  a  letter-* 
from  you  in  hopes  thereby  to  have  heard  something 
of  yoi:r  health  &  welfare,  but  yet  could  never  receive 
one  except  a  few  lines  you  sent  to  Mr.  Bryant 
during  his  abode  in  London,  and  a  letter  you  sent 
soon  after  you  was  free  from  your  Master.  We  once 
heard  that  you  was  going  to  be  married,  but  could 
not  rightly  learn  to  whom,  &  how  the  world  has 
fared  with  you  since  we  cannot  understand.  This 
is  to  acquaint  you  with  the  present  circumstances 
of  our  Family,  &  if  it  comes  safe  to  your  hand,  you 
may  from  hence  learn  the  frailty  of  human  nature 
&  the  troubles  that  we  are  all  hable  to  in  this  world. 
I  have  this  last  winter  buried  our  honoured  Father, 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  28th  of  January  last. 
The  first  of  his  illness  was  a  swelling  in  his  knee 
which  continued  about  10  Days,  and  after  the  swell- 
ing was  something  abated  by  bathings  and  fomenta- 
tions, he  was  taken  with  a  faintness  about  his  Heart 
which  occasioned  fainting  fits  of  which  he  had  5  or 
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6  successively,  they  then  seemed  to  leave  him  &  he 
had  none  for  three  days,  in  which  time  he  revived, 
till  one  more  violent  than  the  rest  seized  him,  in 
which  he  hreathed  his  last. 

He  was  here  generally  beloved,  &  is  universally 
lamented.  His  behaviour  was  such  that  he  gained 
the  esteem  of  all  his  Christian  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, as  much  as  any  man  of  his  station.  He 
made  a  Will  about  4  years  before  his  death,  which 
now  proves  to  be  his  last  &  he  hath  disposed  of  his 
effects  in  the  following  manner  : — 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Son  Keuben  Armi- 
tage  all  the  Plantation  whereon  I  now  dwell  con- 
taining 258  Acres  of  Land  together  with  all  the 
Houses  Buildings  and  Outhouses  and  Barns  ;  like- 
wise my  Smiths  Shop  with  all  the  Iron  &  Tools  that 
are  therein,  with  every  thing  thereunto  belonging. 
And  I  likewise  give  to  my  son  Reuben  all  the  Hus- 
bandry Geer  belonging  to  the  Farm  and  all  my 
Book  Debts  Dues  &  Obligations  to  be  at  his  dis- 
posal for  ever.  Item,  I  give  &  bequeath  to  Hannah 
my  beloved  Wife,  one  third  part  of  my  moveable 
Estate  and  the  other  two  thirds  to  my  two  Daugh- 
ters Mary  Titus  &  Lydia  Green.  Item,  It  is  my 
will  and  pleasure  that  Reuben  my  Son,  pay  to  my 
Son  John  Twenty  Pounds  Sterling  within  three  years 
of  my  decese,  and  it  is  likewise  my  will,  that  Reu- 
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ben  my  Son  take  care  of  my  widow,  during  her 
Widowhood  and  provide  things  necessary  and  con- 
venient for  her." 

She  is  now  past  business  &  hath  been  so  for  the 
space  of  two  years,  she  hath  for  most  of  the  time 
been  troubled  with  vapours  from  the  Spleen.  And 
whether  from  the  force  of  temptation,  or  the  violence 
of  her  distemper  God  only  knows,  but  she  hath  been 
so  extremely  ill,  that  it  seized  upon  her  mind  and 
caused  strange  fancies  to  arise  in  her  Brain.  She 
fancied  that  she  had  been  blooded  in  a  wrong  vein 
in  her  arm,  for  she  had  been  blooded  some  time 
hefore  the  distemper  took  her,  and  she  imagined 
that  was  the  cause  of  all  her  troubles,  &  that  she 
had  better  been  killed  than  bled  in  that  vein.  These 
thoughts  increased  in  her  mind  to  that  degree,  that 
she  thought  it  was  better  to  die  than  to  live,  & 
therefore  concluded  to  put  an  end  to  her  life.  Upon 
a  certain  Sabbath  when  we  were  gone  to  the  Chapel, 
she  went  to  a  running  Dyke  that  was  near  the 
House  with  the  design  of  drowning  herself,  but  the 
Water  being  extremely  cold  (for  it  was  a  few  days 
before  Christmas)  it  struck  her  with  a  violent  chill - 
ness  and  she  ventured  no  further  than  the  knees. 
Then  she  attempted  another  way  to  finish  her  life, 
and  on  Christmas  day  morning  went  into  a  private 
room  with  a  Eazor  in  her  hand,  but  my  Father  fearing 
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some  dreadful  event  followed  &  found  her  cutting 
her  Throat  with  great  violence,  hut  through  great 
Mercy,  she  had  not  cut  through  her  windpipe,  we 
immediately  sent  for  a  Surgeon  who  applied  healing 
medecines  to  the  wound,  and  in  five  or  six  weeks, 
by  God's  blessing  it  was  healed  up  as  before.  We 
then  kept  a  constant  watch  over  her.  She  was  per- 
swaded  by  some  one,  to  cut  o&  her  Hair,  &  after- 
wards she  fancied  that  she  had  ruined  herself  with 
that,  and  now  she  goes  about  saying,  Oh  my  poor 
Hair,  Oh  my  poor  Hair.  What  will  be  the  end  of 
these  troubles  God  only  knows.  She  has  made 
many  other  attempts  to  destroy  herself,  but  this 
may  suffice  to  be  inserted  here.  These  amazing 
deliverances  call  for  our  greatest  thankfulness,  and 
I  hope  you  will  not  be  forgetful  of  them  at  the 
throne  of  Grace  herefor. 

We  have  received  no  letters  of  late  from  England 
excepting  one  letter  from  George  Moorhouse  dated 
January  7th  1731  in  which  George  Tinker  had 
writ  a  few  lines.  I  writ  several  letters  last  spring 
which  I  sent  with  a  parcel  of  Deer's  Skins.  I  have 
received  no  answer  about  the  Skins,  though  the 
Captain  is  returned  &  he  hath  told  me  that  he  de- 
livered them  safe  to  Mr.  Thomas  Littlewood,  which 
was  Mr.  George  Tinker's  order.  There  were  a  few 
Skins  in  the  parcel  that  I  ordered  for  you,  and  I 
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should  be  very  glad  to  hear  whether  you  have  re- 
ceived them  or  not. 

I  wrote  at  that  time  to  you,  to  Caleb  Armitage, 
to  George  Tinker  and  likewise  to  Mr.  Thos.  Little- 
wood  and  it  is  now  nearly  nine  months  since  and  I 
have  received  no  answer.  There  was  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Eich,  this  Spring  within  five  miles  of 
our  House,  and  he  told  me  of  some  neighbours  that 
had  come  here  from  our  part  of  Yorkshire,  who  had 
brought  two  letters  from  one  Newton  of  Stackard 
Hill,  which  were  directed  to  Enoch  Armitage,  & 
he  had  lost  them  both  by  the  way,  and  although  I 
have  made  much  enquiry  for  them,  I  can  yet  hear 
nothing  about  them.  I  desire  you  would  write  by 
all  opportunities,  and  it  may  be  a  chance  that  some 
may  come  safe  to  hand,  so  that  I  may  know  in  what 
way  I  can  pay  you  the  Twenty  Pounds. 

The  chief  produce  of  our  Country  is  Wheat,  but 
that  is  very  seldom  wanted  in  England.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  from  my  old  neighbours, 
especially  from  Benj''  Green,  and  from  all  my  re- 
lations &  friends  in  general.  I  bless  God  I  am  in 
a  comfortable  state  of  health,  and  hoping  I  shall 
hear  the  same  from  you,  I  must  conclude  my  letter 
which  is  now  swelled  almost  too  large.  Please  then 
to  remember  me  and  our  Mother  in  your  prayers, 
that  we  may  so  behave  under  all  afflictions,  that  we 
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may  come  off  more  than  Conquerors  through  Jesus 
Christ  that  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us. 
So  wishing  health  and  prosperity  I  am  your 
Affectionate  Brother, 

Eeuben  Armitage. 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

Hopewell  January  25,  1740. 
Loving  Brother, 

I  am  almost  discouraged  with  writing  to  my 
friends  in  England,  having  wrote  so  often  &  received 
no  answer,  whether  it  is  because  I  am  wholly  forgot 
or  because  letters  miscarry  I  cannot  tell,  but  we 
have  not  received  a  letter  from  England  this  many 
years  excepting  two,  one  that  came  from  Jn°  Frith 
of  Shepley  dated  September  1735  and  one  from 
George  Moorhouse  1737.  I  have  in  a  former  letter 
given  you  an  account  of  the  death  of  our  Father 
&c.  [Here  he  again  gives  a  copy  of  his  father  s 
will,  and  in  reference  to  his  mother  says  :] — Our 
Mother  hath  not  lived  long  after  our  Father,  she 
was  taken  sick  on  the  7th  of  September  last  and 
died  on  the  28th  of  the  same  Month,  but  thank  God 
she  died  a  natural  Death  in  her  Bed.  This  wonder- 
ful deliverance  calls  for  our  greatest  thankfulness, 
&  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  to  thank  God  for  it. 
Sister  Mary  &  her  husband  have  now  four  Daugh- 
ters.    Lydia  has  two  Daughters  &  a  Son.     I  am 
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not  married  yet.  We  are  all  through  the  goodness 
of  God  in  reasonable  good  health  and  enjoy  plentiful 
livings.  We  have  once  heard  that  you  are  married, 
but  could  never  rightly  learn  to  whom,  neither  could 
we  hear  anything  concerning  your  circumstances, 
but  only  that  you  lived  near  Manchester  and  was 
in  good  business  there.  We  have  not  heard  from 
George  Tinker  since  I  sent  the  Skins  in  May  1738 
they  were  sent  by  the  Ship  Agnes  &  Bettys,  Captain 
John  Brown.  I  would  not  have  you  fail  writing  by 
all  opportunities,  to  let  me  know  what  you  would  have 
the  Twenty  Pounds  sent  in  which  our  Father  left 
you.  Cousin  Caleb  hath  married  a  wife  at  Rhode 
Island  &  he  follows  the  Seas.  I  sent  a  letter  to  his 
Father  about  seven  months  since,  &  gave  him  an 
account  concerning  him,  but  I  have  had  no  answer 
from  him. 

It  would  be  a  great  joy  to  me  to  receive  a  letter 
from  you,  being  the  only  Brother  I  have  in  the 
world,  and  I  do  not  know  that  you  have  put  Pen 
to  Paper  above  twice*  since  we  have  been  in 
America,  one  of  which  was  through  W'"  Bryant 
when  he  was  in  London  and  the  other  soon  after 
our  arrival. 

I  desire  you  would  remember  my  kind  love  to  all 
friends  in  and  about  Holmforth,  and  acquaint  them 

*  This  must  have  been  a  mistake,  as  several  are  referred 
to  in  the  letters  from  America. 
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of  the  death  of  our  Parents.  I  should  be  exceeding 
glad  if  any  of  my  friends  would  write,  for  nothing 
affords  me  greater  pleasure,  than  conversing  with 
my  Countrymen,  though  at  a  great  distance.  May 
God  in  his  goodness  preserve  us  in  the  days  of  our 
lives,  for  the  night  of  our  death,  that  when  we  come 
to  follow  our  Parents  the  way  that  they  are  gone 
before  us,  we  may  enjoy  a  happy  meeting  in  that 
life  that  will  never  be  taken  from  us. 

From  your  Affectionate  Brother, 

Eeuben  Armitage. 

From  the  same  to  the  same  [Ea^tract]. 

Hopewell  May  30,  1741. 
Loving  Brother, 

.  .  .  .  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to 
send  you  the  Legacy  my  Father  left  you.  I  have 
written  to  Mr.  George  Tinker  to  George  Moorhouse 
&  to  Cousin  Caleb  at  Westroyds  but  can  not  learn 
whether  the  Skins  I  sent  were  ever  received  or  not. 
I  am  extremely  desirous  to  know  who  it  is  that  you 
are  married  to,  for  I  suppose  you  are  now  in  that 
state  of  life,  and  where  you  live  now,  that  I  may 
know  how  to  direct  to  you  the  better.  I  am  not 
married  yet,  I  have  a  housekeeper  &  live  where  we 
first  settled.  I  long  to  hear  from  my  native  Country, 
&  should  be  glad  if  our  friends  would  write,  that 
haply  some  letter  may  chance  to  come  safe,  remem- 


FAMILY  OF  THE  ARMITAGES.  45 

ber  me  to  them  generalJy  and  to  Benj°  Green  in 
particular  for  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  him.  This 
is  in  haste. 

Your  Affectionate  Brother, 

Reuben  Aemitage. 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

Hopewell  September  14,  1748. 
Loving  Brother, 

[Extract.]  I  have  to  my  great  joy  and  satis- 
faction received  two  letters  from  your  hand  this 
Summer  the  first  of  which  was  dated  May  17*^  1 742 
and  the  other  dated  April  19*^  1743  you  give  me  an 
account  of  your  being  married  to  Hannah  y®  Daug- 
ter  of  Caleb  Armitage  and  of  your  having  four 
children  living.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  you 
are  not  in  good  health,  of  the  difficulties  that  attend 
your  circumstances  and  of  your  being  confined  to  a 
business  that  disagrees  with  your  constitution.  We 
must  endeavour  to  submit  to  God's  will  under  our 
afflictions,  for  he  knows  at  all  times,  what  is  best 
for  his  creatures.  I  have  not  sent  you  my  Father's 
Legacy,  chiefly  because  Joseph  Charlesworth  is  very 
importunate  with  me  to  pay  the  Ten  Pounds  to  him, 
&  you  to  receive  it  &  the  rest  of  the  Legacy  from 
John  Deplidge,  but  as  I  had  not  heard  from  you  on 
the  subject,  I  thought  it  not  safe  to  consent  to  it. 
I   should  be  very  willing    to  fall   into    the   safest 
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method  that  could  he  thought  of  for  your  geting  it 
safe,  hut  I  look  upon  it  to  be  a  very  dangerous  time 
now  to  venture  out  to  Sea,  it  heing  War  time  and 
the  Seas  are  much  postered  with  Privateers.  We 
are  all  through  the  goodness  of  God,  at  this  time  in 
good  health,  I  am  not  married  yet,  for  I  think  that 
had  wives  is  best  at  a  distance  and  good  ones  is  bad 
to  find.  Fail  not  to  write  by  every  opportunity. 
I  am  in  all  Eespects, 

Your  Loving  Brother, 

Eeuben  Armitage. 
From  the  same  to  the  same. 

Hopewell  October  10,  1744. 
Loving  Brother, 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  you  this 
Summer,  the  first  of  which  bears  no  date,  but  you 
acquaint  me  therein  that  you  had  received  my  letter 
which  was  dated  September  14,  1743  in  January 
last.  The  other  letter  I  received  from  you  in  Sep- 
tember last,  it  was  dated  March  30,  1744,  it  came 
by  the  way  of  Bristol,  but  that  which  you  mention 
by  the  way  of  London  I  have  not  received.  In  both 
your  letters  you  desire  me  to  send  you  a  Bank  Note 
or  a  Bill  of  Exchange.  After  I  received  your  first 
letter  I  went  to  Philadelphia  (for  we  had  no  dealings 
at  New  York)  with  the  desire  to  procure  you  a  Bill 
directly,  and  going  to  the  greatest  Merchant  there, 
(one  Mr.  Allen)  who  used  to  deal  very  much  in  Bills 
of  Exchange,  I  desired  him  to  grant  me  one  for 
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Twenty  Pounds  Sterling,  he  answered  that  he 
granted  none  these  difficult  times,  and  that  he  had 
occasion  to  purchase  one  of  late  for  his  own  use, 
for  one  Hundred  Pounds  Sterling,  and  he  was  forced 
to  give  One  Hundred  and  Sixty  Seven  Pounds  for 
it,  and  said  there  was  now  none  to  be  purchased  on 
any  terms.  I  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  wait 
this  Summer  to  find  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a 
Bill,  but  cannot  find  one  as  yet.  The  present  War 
hath  ruined  our  trade,  for  by  reason  of  the  dificulty 
and  danger  of  going  to  Sea,  Seamen  can  scarcely  be 
got,  and  English  Goods  grow  very  deer,  and  for 
want  of  a  free  trade,  our  produce  is  very  cheap.  I 
have  been  in  hopes  of  late  to  find  another  way. 
There  is  a  man  here  who  calleth  himself  Eeginald 
Holmes,  who  came  from  a  place  called  Pope  Castle 
near  Cockermouth  in  Cumberland.  He  married  a 
Sister-in-law  of  my  neighbour  Isaac  Herrin.  It 
seems  there  was  an  Estate  of  Land  left  by  Isaac's 
Father,  and  the  nearest  of  kin  have  been  contending 
at  Law  about  it,  and  Isaac  my  neighbour  hath  proved 
to  be  the  right  Heir  to  it.  This  Eeginald  came  here 
with  a  desire  to  purchase  Isaac's  right,  and  had  it 
proved  so,  I  could  have  got  him  to  pay  you  Twenty 
Pounds  and  I  coald  have  paid  it  to  Isaac  here,  but 
I  have  this  day  heard  that  they  cannot  agree,  for 
which  I  am  exceedingly  sorry,  but  I  hope  that  Bills 
of  Exchange  will  in  a  short  time  be  to  be  purchased, 
and  I  will  send  it  by  the  first  opportunity. 
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On  the  17th  of  November  last,  I  married  a  Wife, 
she  comes  of  English  Parents.  She  was  a  Widow  & 
had  had  one  Child.  I  have  made  great  enquiry  for 
Caleb  Armitage,  but  can  hear  nothing  of  him  yet, 
and  I  almost  question  whether  he  is  still  living.  We 
are  at  this  time  through  Mercy  in  reasonable  health, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  here  the  same  from  you.  I  would 
have  you  to  write  by  all  opportunities,  and  should 
be  glad  to  hear  of  our  old  neighbours  at  Stoney 
Bank  and  HoUinhouse,  of  Emor  Kich  at  Bullhouse 
and  others  as  you  shall  have  opportunity. 

Your  Loving  Brother, 

Eeuben  Aemitage. 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

Philadelphia  June  9,  1747. 
Loving  Brother, 

Yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  one  Mr. 
Charles  Willing  Merchant  in  Philadelphia,  in  which 
he  told  me  that  you  had  drawn  a  Bill  upon  me  for 
Twenty  Pounds  Sterling  and  being  very  glad  of  so 
good  an  opportunity  I  came  here  immediately,  and 
I  have  paid  off  the  Bill  to  Mr.  Willing  and  he  will 
draw  one  upon  Mr.  Jonathan  Lees  to  be  paid  to  you 
and  will  send  it  by  the  first  Ship.  I  likewise  received 
a  letter  from  you,  by  Mr.  Willing  that  bears  date 
April  17,  1745  which  hath  been   above  two  years 
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coming  here,  Mr.  Willing  hath  likewise  received 
letters  at  the  same  time  of  the  same  date,  the  Ship 
having  been  blown  off  the  Coast. 

That  part  of  your  letter  which  described  Jn^  Eed- 
dish  and  Captain  Finney,  I  read  over  to  Mr.  Willing, 
&  he  says  he  was  acquainted  with  them  both.  As  I 
live  up  in  the  Country,  I  had  not  heard  of  them. 
John  Eeddish  went  by  the  name  of  John  Worthing- 
ton  and  died  a  year  ago  at  Lewiss  Town  Sussex 
County  on  the  Delaware.  Captain  Finney  is  still 
alive  in  Virginia  and  it  is  believed  here,  that  he 
cheated  Mr.  Worthington  (alias  Eeddish)  of  vast 
sums  of  money.  I  desire  kind  Brother,  that  when 
you  have  received  this  Money,  that  you  would 
acquaint  me  with  it,  for  I  have  a  long  time  been 
uneasy  about  it. 

I  have  two  Daughters,  and  all  our  friends  through 
Mercy,  are  in  reasonable  health,  but  being  in  haste 
I  mast  conclude.  May  Almighty  God  be  your 
director  here  and  your  portion  for  ever. 

From  your  affectionate  Brother, 

Eeuben  Armitage. 

From  tJie  same  to  the  saine. 

Hopewell  May  30,  1750. 
Loving  Brother, 

The  last  letter  I  received  from  you  bears 
date  February  the  18th,  1749,  in  which  you  inform 
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me  that  in  August  foregone,  you  received  the 
Twenty  Pounds  which  our  Father  left  to  you,  this 
was  very  agreeable  news  to  me,  for  I  was  much 
concerned  about  your  receiving  it  safely.  I  am 
extremely  desirous  to  hear  from  our  friends  in 
Yorkshire,  I  have  written  often  to  them,  but  none 
of  them  will  favour  me  with  a  line.  I  have  made 
all  the  enquiries  in  my  power  about  Caleb  Armi- 
tage,  but  can  hear  nothing  of  him,  which  makes  me 
conclude  that  he  is  dead. 

My  Wife's  Mother  was  born  in  Derbyshire  at 
a  place  called  Holmgate  near  Searsdale,  her  Maiden 
name  was  Folks,  but  that  name  is  now  extinct,  her 
nearest  relations  that  were  left  were  the  Hopkin- 
sons,  and  she  hath  heard  nothing  from  them  this 
many  years.  If  it  should  fall  in  your  way  to 
enquire  concerning  them  I  should  be  very  glad  if 
you  would  let  us  know  by  a  line  or  two,  whether 
there  be  any  living,  that  know  anything  concern- 
ing her,  or  that  family  of  the  Folks's.  She  married 
a  man  that  was  born  in  Nottinghamshire,  one  Isaac 
Watson  who  had  an  Estate  fall  to  him  there  by 
law,  but  he  being  dead  it  hath  never  been  sought 
after.  I  have  now  three  Daughters,  and  have  left 
off  everything  but  farming,  but  I  am  now  weak- 
handed,  and  have  but  one  Negro  Slave,  for  I  have 
lost  one  lately. 

If    you    could     find    a   young    Man    that    was 
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honest,  and  could  Plow  and  Mow,  that  had  a  mind 
to  take  a  progress  into  America  and  could  agree 
with  a  Captain  to  hring  him  over  for  seven  or 
eight  Pounds  our  Money,  and  was  willing  to  serve 
four  years,  I  would  pay  his  passage  and  give  him 
Seven  Pounds  when  he  was  free.  I  purpose  to 
write  again  quickly  wherein  I  will  give  you  an 
account  of  the  Earities  of  our  Country,  and  some- 
thing of  our  customs,  but  the  messenger  waiting  I 
must  conclude. 

Your  Loving  Brother, 

Beuben  Armitage. 

This  is  the  last  letter  that  is  in  my  possession 
from  Keuben  Armitage. 

The  next,  as  to  date,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  sent 
by  my  father,  Enoch  Armitage,  of  Failsworth,  in 
September,  1784.  It  was  taken  by  a  Mr.  Wood, 
who  went  out  to  America  at  that  time,  and  was 
directed  to  Eeuben  Armitage,  Hopewell,  New 
Jersey  : — 

Dear  Eelations, 

If  these  lines  are  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive 
at  their  destination,  and  find  the  person  to  whom 
they  are  directed,  or  any  of  the  family,  I  beg  to 
say,  that  they  are  from  your  relatives  in  England, 
the  children  of  John  Armitage,  the  son  of  Enoch 
Armitage,  who  once  lived  at  Lydgate,  in  Yorkshire, 
D  2 


52  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

but  emigrated  to  America  in  1719,  he  took  witli 
him  one  Bon,  two  Daughters  &  a  Housekeeper. 
He  settled  at  Stoney  Brook,  West  Jersey.  In 
looking  over  the  letters  that  my  father  received  from 
Hopewell,  I  find  that  the  last  bears  date  May  30 
1750,  written  by  our  Uncle  Reuben,  wherein  he 
informs  us,  that  he  had  three  Daughters,  Aunt 
Mary  four,  and  Aunt  Lydia  three  Daughters,  and 
two  Sons.  We  are  very  desirous  to  know  whether 
we  have  either  Uncle  or  Aunt  now  alive.  If  they 
are  alive  we  should  be  glad  to  know  their  age,  &c., 
and  if  they  are  all  dead,  we  should  take  it  as  a  great 
favour,  if  any  of  our  cousins  would  send  us  a  few 
particulars  about  them,  and  some  information  about 
all  our  relations  in  America. 

Our  Father  died  April  22^  1762  and  our  Mother 
nearly  three  years  before  that  time.  They  left  four 
sons  and  one  Daughter.  We  are  all  married  and 
have  Children,  and  all  live  within  six  miles  from 
Manchester.  Our  business  is  Weaving  Manches- 
ter Checks  or  Silk  Goods.  If  you  oblige  us  with 
a  letter,  you  may  direct  to  Enoch  Armitage  Fails- 
worth  near  Manchester,  or  for  me,  to  Mr.  Rob* 
Thornely,  Red  Hall,  Andenshaw. 

I  am  your  affectionate  Relative, 

Enoch  Armitage. 
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The  next  is  from  Enocli,  the  only  son  of  Keuben 

Armitage,     to    Enoch   Armitage,    Failsworth,     in 

answer  to  the  last. 

Hopewell  January  1,  1785. 

i)EAE  Cousin, 

We  received  your  letter  bearing  date  Sep'^-  7, 

1784  hut  almost  four  Months  on  its  passage,  but 

unfortunately  it  came  about  one  Year  too  late  for 

the   person  to  whom  it  was    directed.      Nothing 

would  have  afforded  me   greater  satisfaction  than 

hearing  from  my  relations  in  England  for  we  never 

remember  of  seeing   the  least   scrawl   from  them 

before,  although  our  Father  often  Avrote  and  seemed 

very  desirous  to  hear  from  you    more  especially 

since  the  unhappy  contest  between   Great  Britain 

&  her  Colonies,  by  which  he  was  a  great  sufferer ; 

for  in  December   1776  the  horrors  of  war  came  to 

our  own   doors,  and  seemed  to   threaten   us  with 

utter  destruction.     Our  inheritance  was  laid  almost 

entirely  waste,  our  moveable   effects  all   plundered 

away,  and  our  aged  Father  driven  from  his  house 

bHnd  as  he  was*   and  left   in  the  woods  without 

any  kind  of  subsistance,  at  that  inclement  season 

of  the   year;    he  was  very  much   abused   by   his 

Countrymen.      Your  papers    may    call  us  Rebels 

here,  but  this  I  know,  wherever  an  Army  comes, 

there  is  very  little  respect  paid  to  either  person  or 

*  He  lost  his  sight  about  ten  years  before  his  death. 
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property.  However  far  these  things  may  seem 
from  you,  we  have  experienced  them  here,  and  that 
in  a  very  feeling  manner.  I  shall  here  send  you 
a  transcript  from  our  family  Bible,  which  was 
found  in  a  Barn,  after  the  retreat  from  Princeton, 
it  being  a  useless  thing  in  an  Army,  and  so  we  got 
it  again,  it  being  the  only  piece  of  antiquity  we 
have  left  to  boast  of.  It  is  as  follows  :  "  Enoch 
Armitage  son  of  John  Armitage  was  born  Novem- 
ber 27,  1677.  Sailed  from  Liverpool  March  14, 
1719  and  died  January  28,  1739.  Children  of 
Enoch  Armitage  Mary  born  in  1701  John  in 
1703  Reuben  in  L705  &  Lydiainl713.  Martha 
their  mother  died  in  1713.  Mary  died  in  1775 
Lydia  in  1781  Reuben  in  1783." 

The  Grandchildren  (of  old  Enoch)  are  all  living 
but  one,  Lydia's  oldest  son.  Our  mother  had  been 
dead  sixteen  years  when  my  Father  married  his 
second  wife,  who  is  now  living,  the  Grand- 
children all  married,  but  your  humble  servant  who 
sends  you  this  letter,  being  the  youngest  and  only 
son  of  your  uncle  Reuben,  being  about  32  years 
of  age,  and  bearing  my  Grandfather's  name.  We 
should  he  glad  to  write  and  correspond,  and  hope 
to  hear  again  from  you,  and  I  shall  conclude  by 
Wishing  you  all  a  happy  New  Year, 
Enoch  Armitage. 
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From  the  same  to  the  same. 

Amwell  August  2,  1790. 

Dear  Cousin, 

My  long  neglect  in  not  writing  to  you  is  al- 
most inexcusable  but  I  must  impute  it  in  some 
measure  to  my  removal  from  my  former  place  of 
residence  about  seven  miles  into  the  Township  of 
Amwell,  where  I  have  made  a  small  purchase  in 
Mills  (Corn  Mills)  but  whether  for  the  better  or  the 
worse,  there  is  nothing  but  time  will  determine.  In 
your  last  letter  you  requested  to  know,  with  what 
temper  of  mind  our  Father  bore  his  afflictions.  In 
this  I  believe  he  exceeded  almost  all  others,  he 
was  a  Man  that  never  repined  at  the  will  of  God, 
but  with  a  cheerful  resignation  sat  down  content 
with  his  lot,  and  I  believe  he  died  in  peace  with  all 
mankind. 

It  has  been  the  will  of  Heaven  to  bring  us  through 
a  dangerous  aud  perilous  War  and  to  that  happy 
period  when  each  of  us  can  sit  peacefully  down 
under  his  own  Vine  and  none  to  make  us  afraid. 
It  is  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  War,  that  makes 
the  blessing  of  Peace  esteemable,  and  it  is  my 
sincere  wish  that  you  may  never  experience  the 
troubles  that  we  have  had  to  contend  with. 

Our  friend  Mr.  Hobson  has  been  to  see  us,  and 
we  are  very  happy  to  have  an  excellent  character  of 
our  relations  in  England.     We  have  had  the  plea- 
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sure  of  conversing  with  him  and  take  him  to  he  a 

very  deserving  young  gentleman,  hy  -whose  favour 

and  direction  I  hope  this  letter  will  come  safe  to 

your  hand. 

Your  Affectionate  Cousin, 

Enoch  Armitage, 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

^  ^  Amwell  Novemher  4,  1793. 

Dear  Cousin, 

I  received  your  letter  hy  a  very  w^elcome 
stranger.  I  hardly  ever  expected  to  see  any  of  you 
in  America,  hut  as  Beujamin  has  now  hroken  the 
way,  the  difficulty  will  he  in  some  measure  removed. 
Benjamin  tells  me  that  you  have  some  thoughts 
of  coming  to  America  yourself  and  bringing  your 
family.  It  appears  a  little  difficult  for  me  to  advise 
you  in  this  affair,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  importance. 
It  is  not  the  land  of  Canaan  here,  any  more  than  on 
your  side  the  water,  but  if  you  should  conclude  to 
come,  you  must  let  us  know  when  you  intend  to  set 
sail,  and  what  employment  you  mean  to  follow, 
whether  in  a  Town  or  the  Country,  by  this  know- 
ledge we  shall  be  able  to  make  some  necessary  pre- 
paration for  your  reception.  Benjamin  tells  me 
you  have  been  used  to  dealing  (having  a  Shop).  If 
you  should  bring  any  goods  over,  I  believe  broad 
Cloth  will  answer  the  best,  such  as  blue,  red,  and  buff' 
colours,  it  being  the  uniform  of  the  Militia  of  this 


FAMILY  OF  THE  ARMITAGES.  57 

State.  It  appears  by  our  late  accounts  fron  Eng- 
land, that  there  is  a  spirit  of  party  prevailing  amongst 
you,  and  that  the  present  War  with  France  makes 
trade  very  dull,  and  causes  many  people  to  be  out 
of  employment.  If  this  should  really  be  the  case,  I 
think  this  Country  will  be  the  best  to  live  in,  as 
Eents  and  Taxes  are  much  lower  here  than  in 
Europe;  for  instance,  you  will  get  a  House  and  lot  of 
Land  suitable  for  your  business  for  about  Six  or 
Seven  Pounds  a  year  our  Money,  (your  Guineas 
pass  for  one  Pound  fifteen  Shillings)  and  your 
Tax  as  a  Householder  will  be  about  four  or  five 
Shillings,  and  if  you  keep  Cattle  or  Horses,  it  will 
be  a  trifle  more,  which  I  believe  is  lower  than  with 
you.  Your  son  Benjamin  comes  into  the  customs 
of  the  Country  very  fast  and  seems  to  be  very  handy 
and  ingenious,  and  as  far  as  we  have  tried  him,  he 
appears  to  be  a  credit  to  our  family  and  an  honour 
to  his  parentage.  I  shall  conclude  with  my  Kespects 
to  all  my  relations  with  you. 

Your  Affectionate  Cousin, 

Enoch  Armitage. 

This  is  the  last  letter  from  any  of  the  old  family, 
of  which  I  have  any  knowledge;  and  the  following 
particulars  are  gleaned  from  letters  sent  from  time 
to  time  by  my  Brother  Benjamin,  of  New  York. 

He  went  out  to  Ameiicain  April,!  793,  and  in  June 
the  same  year,  he  went  to  see  such  of  our  relatives  as 
D  3 
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were  then  living  at  Hopewell  and  Amwell.  The' 
only  one  he  found  of  the  name  of  Armitage  was  the 
writer  of  the  three  last  letters  (Bachelor  Enoch,  as 
he  was  usually  called).  There  were,  in  all,  Eighty- 
three  descendants  of  Old  Enoch  then  living.  They 
all  behaved  very  kindly  to  him,  particularly  Sarah, 
one  of  the  Daughters  of  Eeuben,  who  was  married 
to  a  Dr.  Vankirk.  Benjamin  always  called  her  his 
American  Mother,  and  was  very  much  attached  to 
her.  He  remained  amongst  the  different  families 
several  Months,  and  saw  them  frequently  afterwards. 
He  writes  June  7,  1823  : — 

''  Enoch  Armitage  the  old  Bachelor  still  lives 
the  same  recluse  he  has  always  been,  he  is  very 
seldom  found  five  miles  from  home,  he  does  some- 
times reach  New  Brunswick,  and  from  thence 
though  he  might  be  in  New  York  (by  a  Steam 
Boat)  in  a  few  hours,  he  has  never  seen  the 
place  since  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  he  was  a 
Soldier  ;  he  thinks  there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  there 
that  is  worth  the  trouble  of  the  journey.  On  the 
Farm  he  owns,  he  gets  a  man  to  work  on  Shares 
who  lives  with  him,  as  if  he  were  one  of  the  family. 
He  is  in  good  health,  and  though  he  has  no  occa- 
sion to  work,  he  is  more  on  his  Farm  than  his 
Horse  is  and  can  scarcely  be  induced  to  leave  it  at 
any  time  or  for  any  purpose  whatever.  The  Farm 
has  more  ancient  Timber  on  it  than  any  Farm  for 
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many,  very  many  miles  round  it,  and  it  would  bring 
more  money  than  the  Land  would  fetch  without  it. 
When  he  dies  there  will  probably  be  so  many  Heirs 
amongst  his  Sister's  Children,  that  the  Estate  will 
be  cut  up  and  sold,  and  the  name  of  Armitage  will 
be  rooted  out  of  New  Jersey." 

In  1 8i2, 1  wrote  to  my  brother  Benjamin,  requesting 
him  to  furnish  me  with  any  further  information  he 
could  obtain  about  the  old  family ;  and  in  his  answer, 
dated  February  21,  184:3,  after  enumerating  several 
things  that  are  already  noticed,  he  proceeds  thus  : — 

"  I  now  add  a  few  more  particulars  about  our 
Great  Grandfather  and  the  three  Children  that  he 
took  out  with  him  to  America.  Eeuben  Armitage 
married  Deborah  King  and  had  four  Children, 
Martha,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Enoch.  Mary  married 
Ephraim  Titus  and  had  four  Children,  Martha, 
Pricilla,  Hannah  and  Euth.  Lydia  married  Wil- 
liam Green  and  had  five  children,  Enoch,  Johannah, 
Martha,  Mary  and  WiUiam.  Of  Eeuben's  Children, 
Martha  married  William  Hunt,  by  whom  she  had 
three  Children,  Johannah,  Penelope  and  Deborah. 
Her  Husband  died,  and  she  afterwards  married  John 
Clifibrd,  by  whom  she  had  five  Children,  Charles, 
Enoch,  Betsy,  Martha  &  Nancy.  Mary  married 
a  Mr.  Moore ;  he  was  a  Widower  and  had  one  Son 
by  his  first  Wife.  After  his  death  she  resided  with 
her  Step-son  till  her  death.     She  had  no  Children 
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of  her  own.  Sarah  married  Dr.  Benjamin  Vankirk, 
whom  I  found  with  three  Sons  and  four  Daughters, 
One  of  Reuben's  Grandaughters  married  a  IVEr. 
Bloomfield  and  a  descendant  of  hers  was  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  about  the  time  when  I 
arrived  in  this  Country.  I  never  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  him.  He  is  since  dead  and  the  family 
are  scattered.  I  have  seen  a  Dr.  Bloomfield  from 
the  Western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  his 
face  and  appearance  was  so  like  the  likeness  of  my 
Uncle  Elkanah,  that  my  Daughter  Anne  brought 
with  her  from  Manchester,  that  I  cannot  help 
imagining  him  to  be  some  relative,  and  am  in  hopes 
that  I  may  see  him  again  and  learn  something  of 
his  Parentage.  All  that  I  have  learned  is,  that  he 
is  from  New  Jersey.  A  descendant  of  Mrs.  Green 
of  the  name  of  Armitage  Green,  was  in  business  a 
few  years  ago,  at  Trenton  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  Jersey.  I  have  seen  his  name  as  I  have 
passed  through  the  place,  but  never  have  yet  had  an 
opportunity  of  meeting  with  him.  Dr.  Vankirk  was 
a  pleasant  worthy  man,  in  good  standing  in  the 
Medical  Profession,  though  not  highly  educated. 
He  had  much  experience  as  a  Country  Doctor,  but 
was  of  too  easy  a  disposition  and  too  fond  of  telling 
long  stories,  and  looked  too  little  either  after  his 
profession,  or  after  a  Farm  which  he  had  of  about 
u  hundred  Acres.     Our  Grandfather's  brother  Reu- 
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ben  lost  his  first  Wife  (I  believe)  while  his  Children 
were  young,  and  some  time  before  the  Eevolution 
he  lost  his  sight,  but  this  did  not  prevent  him  from 
espousing  the  cause  of  this  Country  against  that  of 
his  birth.  He  became  a  warm  politician,  and  in  con- 
sequence became  a  marked  Man,  by  those  English 
Americans  who  retained  their  attachment  to  the  old 
Country.  Soon  after  the  Eevolution  broke  out,  his 
Son  Enoch  (though  then  but  young)  was  balloted 
into  the  American  Army  and  sent  to  New  York 
His  daughters  were  married  and  had  all  left  him. 
The  British  took  possession  of  Princeton^  about 
six  miles  frome  Hopewell,  where  they  established 
themselves.  This  Town  was  the  principal  station  in 
the  State,  being  about  midway  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  After  being  in  Princeton  a  short 
time,  they  sent  out  Foraging  parties  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  coming  to  Pennington  and  obtaining 
information  that  an  English  Eebel  resided  at  the 
first  Farm  beyond  the  Bridge  over  Stoney  Brook, 
part  of  a  Troop  of  Horse  Soldiers  paid  Eeuben  a 
visit.  All  his  domestics  black  and  white  had  fled 
in  alarm,  with  the  exception  of  old  Cato  his  faithful 
Slave.  The  soldiers  found  them  at  the  House  and 
abused  and  insulted  them  in  the  most  brutal  manner. 
They  then  commenced  breaking  Glass,  China,  Look- 
ing Glasses,  Earthenware  &c.  and  smashing  all  the 
Furniture  to  pieces  and  then  set  it  on  fire.     They 
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selected  as  plunder,  Bed  Linen,  Blankets,  and  every- 
thing they  found,  that  would  be  useful  to  them, 
ripping  up  all  the  Feather  Beds  to  make  Sacks  for 
holding  their  plunder.  While  this  was  going  on  in 
the  House,  others  were  killing  the  Poultry  Pigs  &c. 
and  collecting  the  Cattle  together  to  drive  them 
away.  Some  of  the  party  seized  the  poor  blind  old 
man,  whom  they  tortured,  and  threatened  to  take 
his  life,  unless  he  would  tell  them  where  he  had 
secreted  his  Money,  Plate,  and  valuables;  this  he 
refused  to  do  ;  &  they  almost  put  their  threats  into 
execution,  and  in  the  end,  they  led  him  away  into 
the  woods  and  there  left  him  alone.  After  the 
Soldiers  had  left  the  place,  his  Daughters  came  to 
look  after  him,  and  found  him  there.  He  informed 
them  that  he  had  hid  his  Money,  Plate,  and  valua- 
bles, in  a  hole  in  the  Earth  in  the  wood  when  he 
heard  of  the  marauding  party  leaving  Princeton,  but 
on  taking  him  out  with  them  to  the  place  which  he  de- 
scribed as  well  as  he  could,  they  could  not  find  it,  and 
it  never  was  found.  It  is  believed  that  the  earth  that 
had  been  turned  up  by  him,  had  served  as  a  guide 
to  the  Soldiers,  and  that  they  carried  it  away  with 
them.  After  the  Independence  of  America  was 
established,  Enoch  returned  to  his  home,  now  laid 
waste  by  the  spoiler,  but  with  a  thankful  heart,  that 
the  life  of  his  venerable  Father  had  been  spared. 
Well  miofht  he  declaim  about  the  horrors  of  war- 
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from  the  scene  he  now  witnessed,  but  he  settled 
down  with  a  hearty  good  will,  to  repair  the  loss  that 
had  been  sustained,  and  he  was  successful  in  his 
endeavours. 

*'  With  age  &  blindness,  old  Reuben  was  then  of 
course  confined  to  his  house,  and  as  all  his  Children 
had  left  him  with  the  exception  of  Enoch,  who  had  to 
attend  to  the  Farm  &c.  he  must  have  felt  himself 
very  lonely  indeed.  But  a  Widow  who  resided  near 
felt  pity  for  him,  and  came  frequently  to  comfort 
him.  These  visits  of  condolence  succeeded  each 
other  so  rapidly  and  were  prolonged  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  in  a  short  time  she  might  almost  be  said 
to  live  with  him.  She  was  many  years  younger  than 
Eeuben,  and  was  therefore  able  to  minister  to  his 
wants,  and  to  see  that  his  old  Slave  Cato  and  all  the 
Servants  did  their  duty  to  him,  which  she  did  with  a 
seeming  disinterestedness,  that  won  the  old  Man's 
Heart.  She  had  but  slender  means  of  support  her- 
self, and  having  no  business  to  attend  to  she  had 
ample  time  and  opportunity  for  bringing  into  play 
all  the  kindly  feelings  of  her  disposition.  He  was 
cheered  by  her  sympathy  and  kindness,  and  as  it 
has  been  said  by  a  celebrated  Poet  that  "  Pity 
melts  the  Soul  to  love,"  she  confirmed  it  by  sur- 
rendering her  Heart  to  old  Reuben.  This  soon  be- 
came apparent  to  his  Children,  and  they  found  on 
investigation  that  the  Wedding  Day  was  fixed  and 
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that  their  Father  had  executed  a  Marriage  Settle- 
ment, securing  to  her  a  life  residence  on  the  Estate, 
together  with  all  the  increase  of  the  Cattle  she 
brought  with  her,  as  well  as  her  black  Slaves  and 
their  increase,  thus  making  her  joint  occupant  for 
life,  with  his  Son  Enoch,  to  whom  the  Land  &c. 
was  secured,  subject  to  the  Marriage  Settlement. 
Enoch  soon  found  his  position  at  home  very  un- 
comfortable ;  his  Father's  health  however  was  de- 
clining very  fast,  so  that  he  lived  but  a  few  years  to 
experience  the  unhappy  consequences  of  his  second 
marriage  with  a  Woman  who  was  likely  to  live  for 
many  years,  a  source  of  trouble  to  all  the  family. 
Soon  after  Keuben's  death  she  brought  a  niece  of 
hers  to  reside  with  her ;  they  both  paid  very  flatter- 
ing attentions  to  Enoch;  and  very  nearly  succeeded 
in  securing  for  the  young  Woman  a  home  for  life, 
but  it  appears  they  overshot  their  mark,  for  Enoch 
discovered  the  Trap  that  was  laid  for  him ;  he  be- 
came disgusted,  and  broke  the  spell  at  a  considera- 
ble pecuniary  sacrifice,  to  stay  the  scandal  that  was 
raised  against  him,  by  the  disappointed  Widow  and 
her  Niece. 

"  After  this  John  Clifford  and  his  wife  (Enoch's 
Sister  Martha)  with  their  family,  came  to  live  on 
the  Farm.  But  this  admixture,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  soon  became  unpleasant  to  all  parties. 
Enoch  purchased  another  Farm  near  a  small  Town 
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called  New  Market  some  miles  distant ;  there  was  a 
Corn  Mill  on  it,  and  he  became  a  Miller.  He  then 
let  the  old  Armitage  Estate  to  a  Farmer,  and  they 
were  to  divide  the  produce  between  them.  John 
Clifford  opened  a  Smith's  Shop,  and  his  Sons  be- 
came Farmers  elsewhere.  This  was  the  state  in 
which  I  found  the  descendants  of  old  Enoch  Armi- 
tage when  I  visited  them  in  June  1793  Enoch  being 
the  only  one  of  the  name.  I  never  visited  or  saw 
the  Widow  of  Eeuben  Armitage  while  he  lived  at 
the  farm. 

''  After  living  about  ten  years  in  New  York  and 
being  then  married  and  having  a  family,  and  the 
widow  being  then  dead,  I  took  my  Wife  and  foui* 
Children  to  visit  Dr.  Vankirk's  family,  and  to  intro*- 
duce  them  all  to  Bachelor  Enoch,  who  was  then  re- 
instated in  the  old  Homestead.  I  wished  likewise  to 
make  all  our  relations  acquainted  with  my  family. 
After  stopping  some  days  with  Dr.  Yankirk,  he  came 
in  one  morning  to  say  that  he  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  sending  us  all  to  see  Enoch.  He  put  us 
into  his  Carriage,  with  his  black  Man  as  driver,  to 
spend  the  day  at  the  Armitage  Farm. 

*'  When  we  arrived  at  the  house,  the  eccentric 
Bachelor  came  out  to  welcome  us,  placing  himself 
so  as  to  scrutinize  the  face  of  every  Child  as  I 
handed  them  down  before  him  ;  when  I  had  done 
this,  I  turned  round  to  assist  my  Wife  in  alighting 
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from  the  Carriage  intending  to  introduce  them  in  due 
form,  but  before  I  could  do  this  he  very  abruptly  ex- 
claimed '  Well  Benjamin,  these  are  all  your  Child- 
ren ?'  This  was  said  in  such  a  Avay,  that  my  wife  was 
too  much  disconcerted  to  attend  to  any  ceremonial  of 
introduction,  and  she  hastened  into  the  house,  where 
his  Sisters  &  their  Husbands  soon  came  to  meet  us. 
When  the  Ladies  retired,  I  told  the  circumstance  to 
the  Gentlemen,  and  they  told  it  to  their  Wives,  who 
were  mortified  beyond  measure  with  their  Brother's 
conduct ;  but  it  was  a  source  of  merriment  and  joke 
at  the  Bachelor's  expense,  for  me  and  their  Husbands 
as  long  as  we  stopped  there. 

"Enoch  the  Bachelor  died  either  in  1835  or  1836 
I  am  not  certain  which.  At  his  death  he  bequeathed 
all  his  property  to  the  Children  of  his  Sisters.  The 
Land,  in  order  to  distribute  among  them,  was  divided 
into  Lots  and  sold.  On  some  of  them  the  Timber 
alone,  was  sold  first,  being  probably  the  best  in  the 
State,  the  Trees  being  the  old  Tenants  of  the  Forest, 
when  first  viewed  by  a  white  man;  Many  Acres  of  this 
Timber  brought  far  more  money  than  the  Land  was 
worth  when  it  was  cut  off.  The  old  Homestead  with 
the  land  about  it,  was  purchased  by  a  Son  of  John 
Clifford,  who  now  resides  upon  it,  but  I  have  never 
visited  that  part  of  New  Jersey,  since  the  last  rem- 
nant of  the  Armitage  name  was  extinct  there,  and  all 
the  Sisters  of  Enoch  &  their  Husbands  also  were 
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dead.     Indeed  I  have  almost  lost  the  wish,  ever  to 
see  that  part  of  the  Country  again. 

"  In  order  to  close  my  narrative,  I  must  say  that  I 
have  found  no  father  and  son  so  universally  well 
spoken  of,  as  old  Enoch  Armitage  and  his  son 
Eeuhen,  as  pious,  honourable,  intelligent,  and  wor- 
thy men.  They  both  descended  to  the  grave  re- 
gretted, and  left  the  name  of  Armitage  in  high 
esteem,  for  miles  and  miles  around." 

In  the  course  of  bringing  together  these  particu- 
lars about  our  ancestors  in  America,  it  has  struck 
me  as  being  desirable  to  add  to  them  all  the  infor- 
mation I  could  obtain  about  our  grandfather,  who 
was  left  behind;  and  hkewise  about  his  children. 
But,  as  I  have  no  letters  to  refer  to,  as  I  had  in  the 
former  case,  and  as  his  children  are  now  all  gone,  it 
will  of  course  be  very  scanty.  It  appears  from  his 
brother's  letters  to  him,  that  he  did  write  to  Reuben 
more  frequently  in  after  life  than  he  did  soon  after 
Ills  marriage.  He  might  relate  to  his  brother,  or  to 
some  other  friend,  his  cares  and  his  sorrows,  his 
joys  and  his  hopes,  but  I  believe  he  did  not  transmit 
them  to  his  children  in  a  written  form,  and  I  do  not 
recollect  that  ever  I  saw  a  single  word  of  his  writing. 
His  youngest  son,  my  uncle  Elkanah,  states,  in  a 
memorandum  which  he  made,  that  his  master 
Haigh  did  not  do  his  duty  to  John,  for,  when  his 
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apprenticeship  expired,  he  had  not  thoroughly 
learned  his  business,  being,  as  he  said,  "  generally- 
employed  as  a  shepherd."  He  was  told,  however, 
that  linen-weaving  was  prosperous  in  Lancashire, 
which  induced  him  to  come  here.  He  wished  to  live 
with  a  religious  family,  and  made  an  arrangement 
with  Christopher  Travis,  of  Droylsden,  in  the  parish 
of  Ashtonmnder-Lyne,  who,  it  appears,  was  a 
religious  man.  I  do  not  know  how  long  he  lived 
with  him;  but,  when  he  considered  himself  compe- 
tent to  manage  for  himself,  he  determined  to  be 
married,  and  to  settle  in  Lancashire. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  when  or  where 
he  was  married ;  but  soon  afterwards  he  rented  a 
small  farm  at  Lumm,  in  Droylsden,  and  kept  some 
cows,  &c.  My  mother  said  she  had  been  told  fre- 
quently, that,  while  he  lived  there,  a  severe  disease 
amongst  cattle  prevailed  throughout  the  district. 
Very  often,  they  were  found  dead  in  their  stalls  in 
the  morning,  though  they  had  appeared  quite  well 
the  night  before.  This  was  a  cause  of  great  alarm 
to  our  grandfather,  and  he  went  with  the  greatest 
anxiety  every  morning,  fearing  for  their  safety ;  but 
he  always  found  them  quite  well,  and  then  he 
always  fell  down  upon  his  knees  in  the  shij)pon,  to 
thank  God  for  his  goodness.  He  never  lost  one  by 
the  disease;  and  though  this  might,  perhaps,  be 
accounted  for  by  his  vigilant  care  and  watchfulness. 
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yet,  to  him  it  was  a  cause  for  the  expression  of 
fervent  gratitude  to  that  Being  in  whose  hands  we 
all  are,  and  who  ordereth  every  event  of  life 
for  our  own  good,  if  we  sincerely  trust  in  Him,  and 
follow  his  commandments.  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing  why  he  left  the  farm  at  Lumm ;  but  he 
soon  removed  to  a  cottage  that  had  a  room  attached, 
suitable  for  the  business  to  which  he  had  been 
apprenticed.  This  house  was  at  Waterhouses,  in 
the  same  parish  ;  and  there  he  resided  till  his  death. 
From  the  time  that  he  became  a  householder,  he 
established  the  worship  of  God  in  his  own  dwelling, 
morning  and  evening,  by  reading  and  prayer;  in 
which  exercise  (my  uncle  says  in  his  memorandum), 
I  am  told,  that  when  entreating  the  Lord  on  behalf 
of  his  children,  it  was  with  many  tears.  Water- 
houses  is  from  two  to  three  miles  from  Doblane 
Chapel ;  and  though  he  was  often  suffering  from  ill 
health,  yet  he  attended  morning  and  afternoon 
service  regularly  with  his  family,  whatever  was  the 
state  of  the  weather.  His  exemplary  conduct  gained 
him  the  respect  of  all  his  neighbours ;  and  his  scru- 
pulous honesty  and  integrity  were  so  well  known 
and  appreciated  for  miles  around,  that  I  have  been 
told  by  my  wife's  father,  Aaron  Ogden,  of  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  who  knew  him  personally,  that  when 
any  one  was  praised  for  his  honesty,  it  became  a 
common  saying,  ''  as  honest  as  old  John  Armitage." 
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It  was  said  that  his  constitution  was  injured 
while  he  was  an  apprentice,  through  exposure  in 
winter,  while  he  was  looking  after  his  master^s 
sheep,  so  that  he  never  had  good  health.  His 
death  was  accelerated  hy  a  cancer  in  his  gum, 
which  was  caused  hy  the  splinter  of  a  bone  which 
penetrated  into  it  when  he  was  eating ;  and  as  it 
was  in  the  hack  part  of  his  mouth,  it  could  never 
be  extracted.  He  suffered  greatly  for  a  long  time, 
but  that  never  interfered  with  his  domestic  worship, 
or  his  regular  attendance  at  the  Chapel,  until  within 
about  fourteen  days  before  his  death  ;  during  which 
time,  the  only  sustenance  he  had  was  conveyed 
through  his  mouth  by  a  quill.  His  wife  had  died 
some  years  before ;  and  when  he  died,  his  example 
was  cherished  and  followed  by  all  his  children  : 
while  his  uniform  piety  and  innocence  of  character 
had  secured  for  him  the  sincere  regret  of  his  neigh- 
bours and  friends.  When  his  children  began  to 
act  for  themselves,  it  was  soon  found  that  an  equi- 
valent for  paternal  authority  over  the  two  youngest 
children,  must  be  assumed  by  some  of  them.  Here 
a  difficulty  arose,  for  (as  my  aunt  said  to  me), 
though  Reuben  was  the  eldest,  and  had  all  the 
kindly  feelings  of  fraternal  love,  and  the  sincere 
wish  to  do  his  duty  in  the  situation  in  which  he 
was  placed,  yet  he  wanted  that  energy  of  character 
which  his  position  required.      My  aunt  wished  him 
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to  resign  to  my  father  the  authority  which  seemed 
naturally  to  devolve  u^^on  him;  but  this  he  was 
very  reluctant  to  consent  to,  and  adhered  to  what  he 
believed  to  be  his  right,  till  the  struggle  for  supre- 
macy endangered  the  peace  of  the  family.  But,  as 
my  aunt  and  father  were  firm  and  united,  he  at 
length  gave  way,  and  abdicated  in  favour  of  his 
younger  brother ;  and  from  that  time  (she  said)  all 
things  went  on  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  parties 
concerned.  Keuben's  health  was  not  good,  and  his 
sedentary  employment  aggravated  his  complaint ;  so 
that  he  determined  to  change  his  business,  and  for 
that  purpose  he  went  to  Manchester,  where  he  ob- 
tained a  situation  as  a  warper.  For  some  time,  he 
went  to  the  warehouse  on  the  Monday  morning,  and 
returned  home  on  the  Saturday  evening;  but  eventu- 
ally he  got  married,  and  settled  in  Manchester. 

Not  long  after  this,  my  aunt  married,  and  my 
father  soon  followed  the  example.  I  may  now  state 
some  particulars  about  my  own  father  and  mother. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  I  can  say  more  about  them 
than  I  can  about  my  uncles  and  aunt;  and  I  think 
it  more  proper  that  their  own  children  should  be 
left  to  tell  what  they  think  may  be  most  interesting 
about  their  own  parents,  though  I  could  say  much, 
particularly  about  my  revered  uncle  Elkanah. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  my  father  removed  from 
Waterhouses  to  Lime  Ditch,  in  Failsworth,  where 
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his  two  younger  brothers  lived  with  him  until  they 
were  married  and  settled  in  life.  He  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Hardman  Fold,  Lane-End,  in  the  same 
township,  about  midway  on  the  road  between  Man- 
chester and  Oldham,  where  most  of  his  children  were 
born,  and  where  he  died.  I  w^as  then  under  twelve 
years  of  age,  so  that  I  can  but  imperfectly  describe 
his  character.  But  I  can  well  recollect  some  of  his 
characteristics:  they  have  left  an  impression  on  my 
mind  which  death  alone  can  efface.  Of  these,  his 
equanimity  of  temper,  his  affability  of  manner  with 
all  young  people,  and  the  influence  he  seemed  to 
have  over  them  in  their  amusements,  particularly 
when  they  met  together  on  festive  occasions,  such 
as  Christmas,  Easter,  Whitsuntide,  &c.  These  en- 
joyments were  never  indulged  in,  either  in  his  pre- 
sence or  otherwise,  but  with  strict  decorum  and 
propriety.  He  seemed  to  enjoy  their  innocent 
mirth,  and  would  laugh  as  heartily  as  the  most 
buoyant  of  the  party.  But  before  they  broke  up  he 
was  sure  to  draw  their  attention  to  some  subject  or 
other  that  would  lead,  them  to  think  on  their  duties 
as  responsible  beings,  and  their  obligations  as 
Christians.  This  he  did  in  a  manner  so  interesting, 
that  it  never  appeared  like  an  intentional  or  formal 
matter. 

His  own  ideas  were  given  with  a  cheerful  frank- 
ness, which  elicited  an  opinion  from  his  young  audi- 
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tory,  from  which  they  would  have  shrunk  under 
different  circumstances.  Thus  a  spirit  of  inquiry 
and  reflection  was  aroused,  and  I  have  good  reason 
for  beheving  that  good  impressions  were  made  on 
many,  which  have  had  a  beneficial  influence  on  their 
conduct  and  character  through  life.  My  uncle 
Elkanah  was  likewise  very  remarkable  for  his 
urbanity  of  manner,  and  his  cheerfulness  of  temper, 
in  his  intercourse  with  young  people.  I  was  then 
too  young  to  perceive  their  design,  but  as  I  grew 
older  I  could  more  fully  understand  and  appreciate 
the  bearings  and  the  objects  of  their  conduct  in 
these  matters. 

Though  I  do  not  profess  to  give  the  character  of 
my  uncle,  I  shall  here  give  a  copy  of  the  notice  of 
his  death  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  Manchester 
newspapers  at  the  time,  and  which  truly  delineates 
the  man,  as  far  as  it  goes  : — 

"  On  the  20th  inst.,  after  a  short  illness,  at  Har- 
purhey,  near  this  town,  Mr.  Elkanah  Armitage,  in 
the  86th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  remarkable 
character  :  born  of  poor,  but  pious  and  religious 
parents,  his  mind  was  led  in  early  life  to  adopt 
those  rules  of  conduct,  and  those  principles  of  ac- 
tion, which  he  scrupulously  adhered  to  through  life. 
In  him  the  rich  have  often  found  comfort  in  trouble, 
and  the  poor  a  never-failing  friend.  He  had  known 
adversity,  but  the  kindness  of  others  enabled  him 
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in  after  life  to  be  the  almoner  to  the  destitute  and 
afflicted.  His  sweetness  of  temper  and  urbanity  of 
manners  secured  for  him  the  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him.  Devoid  of  ostentation,  like  the  good 
Samaritan,  he  poured  out  the  cup  of  consolation 
and  relief  (as  far  as  in  him  lay)  to  all,  of  whatever 
sect  or  denomination.  Of  him  it  may  be  truly  said, 
that  to  be  good,  and  to  do  good,  was  the  sole  object 
of  his  life." 

My  father  and  mother  had  a  numerous  family  : 
John,  the  oldest,  died  in  December,  1789;  but  nine 
of  us  survived  both  our  parents.  As  we  became 
old  enough,  we  were  all  taught  the  same  business 
that  our  father  followed.  In  addition  to  his  busi- 
ness, he  had  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  flour,  meal,  and 
groceries,  but  this  did  not  improve  his  circum- 
stances much,  for  he  was  too  often  induced,  by  a  tale 
of  distress  and  plausible  promises,  to  give  credit  to 
many  that  never  paid  him  again.  From  1789,  the 
changes  which  were  taking  place  in  France,  prior 
to  the  Bevolution,  aroused  the  almost  dormant 
state  of  the  greater  part  of  Europe  to  a  considera- 
tion of  their  own  rights,  and  the  duties  of  their  own 
Governments  towards  their  subjects.  The  steady 
trade  of  England,  as  well  as  other  places,  was  dis- 
turbed and  iujured  by  it,  and  my  father  began  to 
entertain  the  idea  of  emigrating  with  his  family  to 
America ;  and  as  a  preliminary  step,  he  determined 
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to  send  out  my  brother  Benjamin,  as  a  kind  of 
pioneer.  The  Messrs.  Hobson,  who  were  American 
merchants,  encouraged  him  in  his  design,  and 
Benjamin  went  out  with  Mr.  Jonathan  Hobson,  for 
New  York,  in  April,  1793.  My  father,  however, 
died  in  November,  the  same  year,  which  put  a  stop 
to  the  matter  altogether. 

While  my  father  was  living,  I  was  often  struck 
with  the  marked  distinction  with  which  he  was  no- 
ticed, by  the  most  respectable  of  the  neighbouring 
gentry,  over  others  in  the  same  rank  of  life  as  him- 
self.* This  may  partly  be  accounted  for  by  his 
persevering  industry,  inflexible  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity, and  his  consistency  of  character  as  a  sincere 
Christian.     He  had  strong  reasoning  powers,  and 

*  It  has  occurred  to  me  as  one  probable  reason  for  the 
particular  intimacy  between  him  and  my  uncles  with  the 
Messrs.  Hobson,  that  Mr.  John  Hobson  married  a  Miss 
Tinker,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Holmfirth,  and  I  have 
a  faint  recollection  of  hearing  him  talk  with  my  father  about 
the  old  family  in  Yorkshire.  This  makes  me  now  think  that 
Miss  Tinker  must  be  a  descendant  of  Mr.  George  Tinker, 
to  whom  my  great  grandfather  and  his  son  Eeuben  so  often 
refer  in  their  letters;  and  it  seems  probable  that  he  was  one 
of  the  persons  who  had  lent  old  Enoch  money  when  he 
emigrated  to  America;  and  this  opinion  is  strengthened 
by  the  fact,  that  skins  were  sent  to  Mr.  G.  Tinker,  and  no 
intimation  is  ever  made  as  to  expecting  any  remittances  for 
them.  The  other  friend  was  probably  Mr.  George  Moor- 
house,  as  he  so  frequently  wrote  to  him. 
e2 
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could  carry  on  a  conversation,  or  maintain  an  argu- 
ment with  his  superiors  in  education,  on  subjects 
which  required  a  course  of  reading,  study,  and  re- 
flection, which  is  rarely  to  be  found  amongst  those 
who  have  to  labour  for  their  daily  bread.  The  late 
Eev.  William  Hawkes  preached  at  Doblane  for  some 
time,  and  removed  from  thence  to  Mosley-street 
Unitarian  Chapel,  in  Manchester,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  his  death.  A  friendly  intimacy  subsisted 
between  him  and  my  father  as  long  as  he  lived. 
When  the  late  Dr.  Priestley  came  occasioually  from 
Birmingham  to  preach  at  Mosley-street  Chapel,  my 
father  was  always  invited  to  meet  him  there. 

When  the  Eev.  Lewis  Loyd  (afterwards  the  banker 
in  London)  was  the  classical  tutor  at  the  Manches- 
ter academy,  he  preached  at  Doblane,  and  frequently 
came  over  to  Mr.  Hobson's,  where  the  principal 
members  of  his  congregation  were  invited  to  meet 
him,  and  I  remember  going  there  along  with  my 
father.  Besides  the  usual  religious  conversations 
which  were  maintained,  subjects  connected  with 
trade  and  business  were  introduced.  I  felt  an  in- 
terest on  these  subjects,  and  the  desire  was  created 
that  I  might  myself  become  a  tradesman  when  I  was 
old  enough.  Crude  as  my  notions  might  then  be,  they 
strengthened  with  growing  age,  and,  by  a  course  of 
events  over  which  I  had  no  control,  my  youthful 
aspirations  have  in  some  measure  been  realised. 
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Mr  Loyd  often  came  to  see  my  father  at  his  own 
house,  and  wished  him  to  let  me  he  educated  for  the 
ministry,  to  which  it  appears  he  did  not  ohject,  as  a 
Latin  grammar  and  other  books  were  provided  for 
me  to  begin  with,  but  as  I  had  no  regular  master, 
I  made  but  little  progress;  and  as  Mr.  Loyd  left  us 
soon  after  this,  and  my  father  had  not  the  means  of 
providing  for  me  a  suitable  education,  the  project 
was  abandoned. 

As  far  as  regards  my  father's  life  and  conversa^ 
tion,  I  have  been  told  that  his  prayers  made  a  great 
impression  on  the  minds  of  those  who  heard  him. 
He  did  not  use  a  written  or  printed  form,  and  I 
have  but  an  indistinct  recollection  of  them  myself. 
I  have  lately  found  an  old  book,  in  which  he  has 
written  some  of  the  prevailing  feelings  of  his  mind, 
and  his  reflections  on  different  events  and  circum- 
stances In  his  life,  which  were  evidently  intended 
for  himself  alone,  as  he  has  used  some  short- 
hand characters  occasionally,  which  make  it  difficult 
to  understand  some  of  the  passages.  The  subjects 
are  never  begun,  carried  on,  and  ended,  in  a  regular 
form,  but  they  appear  as  the  mere  expressions  of  his 
feelings  at  the  moment. 

I  shall  give  a  few  extracts : — 

*'  I  received  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
the  first  time  this  day.  By  partaking  of  this  ordi- 
nance I  profess  myself  a  disciple  and  follower  of 
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Jesus  Christ.  Now  the  word  disciple  is  a  terra  of 
inferiority,  and  he  who  acknowledges  himself  to  be 
one,  professes  to  be  a  follower  of  the  example,  and 
to  follow  the  precepts,  of  his  Master.  If  I  make 
this  profession,  and  do  not  live  and  act  accordingly, 
I  act  the  part  of  a  hypocrite,  and  mock,  instead  of 
serving  Him.  Whenever  I  act  contrary  to  his  laws, 
I  declare  openly  that  they  are  not  the  best,  but  that 
I  know  better  than  He  does  what  will  tend  to  make 
me  happy.  I  think  every  man  who  knows  the  laws  of 
the  Gospel,  and  goes  on  cheerfully  in  a  course  of  sin, 
shows  that  this  is  the  conviction  of  his  own  mind. 
There  are  some  persons  who  make  a  common  prac- 
tice of  breaking  the  laws  of  God;  and  when  they 
have  done  so,  they  are  filled  with  remorse  and  re- 
gret, which  plainly  shows  that  they  are  aware  that 
they  are  holy,  just,  and  good — and  yet  they  have 
not  resolution  enough  to  keep  their  appetites  in  sub- 
jection to  them.  Those  that  make  this  their  con- 
stant practice,  live  a  very  uncomfortable  life.  But  the 
great  Physician  of  souls  hath  prescribed  a  remedy 
which  would  work  a  cure,  if  they  would  be  careful  to 
take  it,  and  this  is  his  direction  :  '  If  any  man  will 
be  my  disciple,  let  him  take  up  his  cross  daily  and 
follow  me  ;  and  if  thy  right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck 
it  out  and  cast  it  from  thee  :  it  is  more  profitable  for 
thee  to  let  one  of  thy  members  perish  (that  is,  one 
of  thy  strong  inclinations  remain  un gratified),  than 
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to  indulge  thyself  and  unfit  thee  for  spiritual  plea- 
sures.' rieshly  lusts  war  against  the  soul;  they 
hinder  its  progress,  and  the  indulgence  of  bodily 
gratification  weakens  our  resolution,  makes  us 
cowardly  and  afraid  to  encounter  difficulties — 
whereas  temperance,  and  a  constant  regard  to  the 
laws  of  God,  make  a  man  hold  and  patient  in  every 
event  of  life,  and  his  hopes  of  heaven  raise  his  mind 
above  dejection  under  the  severest  trials  of  life." 

*'Let  me  value  the  blessing  of  God  more  than 
the  praise  of  men,  for  it  is  God  that  hath  given  me 
favour  in  the  sight  of  men.  Solomon  saith,  '  A  good 
name  is  better  than  precious  ointment,  and  loving 
favour  better  than  silver  and  gold/  " 

''  It  is  said,  '  He  that  would  be  chief,  let  him  be  a 
servant  to  all.'  And  does  it  not  become  me,  who 
have  so  often  sinned  and  transgressed  against  God's 
holy  laws,  to  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  of  doing 
good  to  my  family  and  to  all  mankind  ?  I  can  make 
no  adequate  return  to  God  for  all  his  kindness  to 
me,  for  I  am  unworthy  to  be  called  one  of  his 
children,  but  I  begged  of  Him  to  make  me  as  one  of 
his  hired  servants.  And  thou,  O  Lord,  hast  heard 
and  answered  my  request!  Thou  hast  fed  me  with 
food  convenient  for  me ;  Thou  hast  continued  to  me 
and  my  family  a  comfortable  measure  of  health  ; 
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Thou  hast  prospered  me  in  my  lawful  undertakings, 
and  by  the  labour  of  my  hands  hast  enabled  me 
honestly  to  procure,  not  only  the  necessaries,  but 
many  of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life  ;  Thou 
hast  redeemed  my  life  from  destruction,  and  set 
before  me  the  glorious  prospect  of  an  endless  state 
of  happiness  after  this  life  has  passed  away,  if  I  live 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Gospel.  These  are  thy 
gifts,  O  God  !  We  now  enjoy  exceeding  many  great 
and  precious  privileges  for  fitting  ourselves  for  im- 
mortality. With  an  humble  sense  of  our  unworthiness, 
we  would  gratefully  thank  Thee  that  we  now  enjoy 
that  long  wished-for  time  of  light  and  liberty  which 
many  of  our  forefathers  desired  to  see,  but  saw  it 
not.  We  can  now  worship  the  God  of  our  fathers 
in  public  and  in  private  without  being  disturbed  by 
wicked  men.  These  are  thy  unmerited  blessings, 
thro  ugh  Jesus  Christ  our  Eedeemer,  whom  I  would 
ever  acknowledge  for  my  Prophet,  my  Priest,  and 
my  King.  He  died  to  make  an  atonement  for  our 
sins.  He  rose  from  the  dead,  and  ascended  into 
heaven,  where  He  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us." 

"  It  is  not  the  bare  performance  of  a  duty  which 
is  acceptable  to  God,  but  the  disposition  with  which 
it  is  performed.  The  bare  performance  may  procure 
temporal  advantage,  but  it  is  the  views  and  motives 
which  God  looks  at." 
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*'  Help  me,  0  God !  to  set  a  strict  watcli  over  my- 
self, and  to  be  always  on  my  guard,  lest  pride,  pas- 
sion, intemperance,  or  worldly-mindedness,  obtain 
an  ascendancy  over  me  !  May  I  always  keep  in  mind 
that  this  is  my  state  of  warfare,  and  that  I  should 
be  daily  striving  against  my  spiritual  enemies.  I 
am  now  walking  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity,  and 
Thou  hast  set  before  me  a  glorious  prospect,  through 
the  Gospel,  of  becoming  an  inhabitant  of  the 
heavenly  Canaan,  where  there  will  be  no  more 
sorrow  nor  sighing,  no  vexations,  no  remorse,  not 
one  painful  moment,  not  one  fearful  expectation  nor 
gloomy  prospect,  but  peace  and  love,  harmony  and 
joy,  will  reign  in  every  breast  beyond  the  limits  of 
time,  even  for  ever  and  ever.  We  give  thee  our 
joyful  thanks  for  these  glad  tidings  of  salvation 
which  Thou  hast  revealed  to  us  by  thy  son  Jesus 
Christ;  and  by  his  assistance  I  will  gladly  embrace 
the  present  opportunity  for  qualifying  myself  for 
that  heavenly  paradise." 

"  Wherewith  shall  I  now  come  before  the  Lord 
and  bow  myself  before  the  God  of  my  salvation  ? 
What  shall  we  render  to  the  Lord  for  his  great 
goodness,  in  again  restoring  my  family  to  health  ? 
The  voice  of  gladness  is  heard  again  in  our  habita- 
tion. Surely,  Thou  hast  heard  the  desire  of  our  souls 
E  3 
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Surely  thou  art  a  God  that  heareth  prayer.  Do 
Thou  direct  our  minds,  and  strengthen  our  weak 
resolution,  to  make  a  suitable  return  of  gratitude  and 
love,  and  henceforth  to  keep  thy  commandments." 

"  Help  us  to  keep  the  example  of  our  blessed 
Saviour  constantly  in  our  minds,  that  so  we  may 
tread  in  his  steps  in  every  station  of  life.  Animate 
our  souls  with  steady  resolution  to  follow  the  Cap- 
tain of  our  salvation  in  the  paths  of  temperance  and 
sobriety.  May  our  chief  desires  and  affections,  our 
hopes  and  expectations,  be  immoveably  fixed  upon 
those  exceeding  great  and  glorious  rewards  laid  up 
in  heaven  for  all  those  who,  by  a  patient  continu- 
ance in  well-doing,  seek  for  glory  and  immortality 
in  the  world  to  come." 

"  Help  me  to  keep  my  appetites  in  subjection  to 
reason  and  religion,  and  not  flatter  myself  in  the 
indulgence  of  any  evil  inclination, — saying  to  my- 
self, I  shall  have  peace  though  I  walk  after  the  ima- 
gination of  my  own  heart ;  but  may  I  always  be 
upon  my  guard,  lest  I  be  found  of  that  number 
whose  God  is  their  belly,  and  whose  glory  is  their 
shame ;  who  mind  earthly  things,  whose  end  shall 
be  destruction,  and  to  whom  the  great  Judge  shall 
say,  'Depart  from  me  !'" 


FAMILY  OF  THE  ARMITAGES.  83 

"  Grant  that  this  day  I  may  do  nothing  through 
strife,  vainglory,  or  envy  ;  may  I  banish  from  my 
mind  all  self-pride  and  self- distinction,  and  accus- 
tom myself  to  rejoice  to  see  the  good  actions,  good 
success,  and  prosperity  of  my  fellow- creatures.  Help 
me  humbly  to  condescend  to  their  weaknesses  and 
infirmities ;  to  cover  their  frailties,  love  their  excel- 
lences, encourage  their  virtues,  relieve  their  wants, 
rejoice  in  their  prosperity,  compassionate  their  dis- 
tress, receive  their  friendship,  overlook  their  un- 
kindness,  forgive  their  malice,  to  be  a  servant  of 
servants,  and  condescend  to  the  lowest  office  to  the 
lowest  of  mankind." 

The  following  intercession  seems,  by  the  fresh- 
ness of  the  ink,  to  have  been  written  not  long  before 
his  death,  and  probably  after  he  had  been  suffering 
from  persecution : — 

''  Do  Thou,  in  thy  sparing  mercy,  blot  out  of  the 
book  of  thy  remembrance  all  those  sins  which  any 
of  our  fellow- creatures  have  committed  by  doing, 
wishing,  or  thinking  us  any  evil.  Forgive  them, 
because  they  know  not  what  they  do  ;  give  them 
such  a  sense  of  the  heinous  nature  of  their  sin,  as 
may  induce  them  to  hate  and  abhor  it ;  assist  them 
in  cultivating  those  good  dispositions  of  love  and 
good-will  to  all  their  brethren  here,  which  will  fit 
them  for  happiness  when  this  life  is  ended  :  and 


84  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 

may  we  be  careful  not  to  render  evil  for  evil,  but  by 
patience,  meekness,  and  well-doing,  put  to  silence 
the  ignorance  of  foolish  men ;  let  us  not  forget  that 
sometimes  we  ourselves  have  been  disobedient, 
serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures.  We  will  confess, 
and  not  seek  to  hide  it  from  Thee,  that  there  are 
sins  even  with  us  that  are  here  before  Thee,  that 
might  justly  cause  Thee  to  withdraw  thy  favours  and 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  our  requests.  We  acknowledge 
that  we  have  too  often  judged  and  spoken  evil  of  our 
neighbours  and  acquaintances.  We  liave  too  often 
lent  an  ear  to  the  tale-bearer  and  revealer  of  secrets, 
by  our  countenancing,  if  not  encouraging,  those  dis- 
positions which  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  friend- 
ship, charity,  and  good-will  among  men.  Help  us, 
we  humbly  beseech  Thee,  for  the  future,  to  cultivate 
in  our  minds  the  ornament  of  an  humble,  meek,  and 
.quiet  spirit."* 

"  I  think  mankind  may  be  ranked  in  three  general 
divisions  with  regard  to  the  motives  from  which 
they  act.  The  meanest,  are  those  who  spend  a  great 
part  of  their  time  in  idleness.  The  second,  are 
those  who  set  a  high  value  on  the  good  things  of 
this  life;  and  the  third,  are  those  whose  hopes 
extend  beyond  the  grave,  even  to  that  state  of  eter- 

*  If  the  rest  of  this  prayer  was  written,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  it. — C.  A. 
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nal  peace  and  joy  promised  in  the   Gospel  to    the 
faithful  followers  of  Jesus  Christ." 

There  are  other  detached  parts  of  prayers  and  re- 
flections, hut  those  given  may  suffice  to  show  the 
general  hias  of  his  mind. 

Reading  the  Scriptures,  and  prayer,  was  his  con- 
stant practice  every  morning  and  evening,  with  all 
his  family  around  him ;  on  Sunday  evenings  we  had 
singing  in  addition,  of  which  he  was  very  fond,  and 
had  a  good  knowledge  of  the  science.  He  wrote  out 
for  us  several  pieces  of  music,  at  which  we  practised 
till  we  could  sing  all  the  parts  together.  We  had 
no  instrument  to  assist  us :  my  father  had  played 
on  the  bassoon  at  the  chapel  when  he  was  young, 
hut  the  state  of  his  health  obliged  him  to  give  it 
up.  He  continued,  however,  to  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  singing  at  the  chapel,  where  we  all 
assisted  in  singing  the  different  parts  of  the  tunes ; 
and  I  may  mention  here,  that  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  some  of  the  family  have  been  the  leaders  of 
the  singing  at  that  place.  We  lived  nearly  a  mile 
from  the  chapel,  but  no  weather  was  allowed  to  be 
an  excuse  for  not  attending  every  morning  and 
afternoon.  He  often  read  to  us  some  book  on 
religious  subjects,  and  made  such  remarks  and  gave 
such  explanations  as  were  suited  to  our  different 
ages  and    capacities.     By  these  means  a  wish  for 
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knowledge  was  created  in  the  minds  of  his  children, 
and  books  on  different  subjects  were  read  by  us  with 
great  pleasure.  There  was  a  library  connected  with 
the  chapel,  which  was  not  merely  furnished  with 
books  of  a  religious  character,  but  with  some  valu- 
able historical  and  scientific  works ;  they  w^ere  free 
to  the  congregation,  and  we  availed  ourselves  of  the 
privilege  of  reading  them. 

A  ''  Children's  Library/'  open  to  the  whole  vil- 
lage, was  established  by  the  late  Mr,  James  Darbi- 
shire,  about  the  year  1795.  It  was  kept  in  the 
vestry  of  the  chapel,  and  supported  by  subscriptions 
of  a  penny  a  month,  and  donations  of  books  procured 
by  Mr.  Darbishire,  who  selected  all  the  books  him- 
self. He  annually  addressed  the  children  on  the 
anniversary  of  its  establishment,  as  long  as  he  lived, 
and  his  son,  Mr.  James  Darbishire,  continued  the 
practice  until  a  short  time  before  his  death.  The 
library  has  been  supported  to  the  present  time,  and 
now  contains  many  hundred  volumes,  on  subjects 
suited  to  the  capacities  of  children  and  young  per- 
sons. I  believe  it  has  done  much  good  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

As  a  general  rule,  it  can  do  no  good  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  injuries  that  we  may  have  sus- 
tained at  the  hands  of  others.  But  when  persecu- 
tion has  been  rife  in  one  generation,  I  can  see  no 
harm  likely  to  be  done  by  transmitting  some  parti- 
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cular  cases  of  cruelty  and  violence  to  the  next.  The 
principal  actors  in  the  scenes  have  died  away,  and 
scarcely  any  personal  feeling  can  be  called  forth ; 
but  the  record  may  serve  as  an  example  and  warn- 
ing, by  showing  the  excesses  into  which  the  unthink- 
ing may  be  betrayed,  by  indulging  an  intolerant  and 
vindictive  spirit.  As  my  father  was  a  sufferer  by 
persecution,  as  well  as  his  family  after  his  death,  I 
may  be  excused  for  here  mentioning  some  particular 
cases  within  my  own  recollection. 

The  excitement  I  have  alluded  to  prior  and  sub- 
sequent to  the  revolution  in  France,  created  through- 
out the  country  a  spirit  of  bitter  hostihty  between 
persons  of  different  opinions  on  the  subject  of  Par- 
liamentary reform,  and  persecution  was  carried  to  an 
extent  of  which  the  present  generation  can  form  but 
a  very  imperfect  idea.  Not  only  the  peace  of  society, 
but  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  weaker  party  were 
violated  with  impunity.  Even  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  too  often  sanctioned,  if  not  en- 
couraged, that  animosity  which  their  profession,  as 
the  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  of  peace  and  good-will 
among  men,  should  have  taught  them  to  discounte- 
nance and  reprove  ;  and  I  may  add  to  this,  that  the 
majority  of  the  gentry  and  persons  in  the  middle 
classes  were  not  less  implicated  than  the  clergy. 
They  instigated  and  fomented  the  worst  passions  of 
the  mob  to  such  an  extent,  that  life  itself  was  scarcely 
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secure.  Persons  who  were  known^  or  suspected  to 
be  favourable  to  reform,  durst  not  be  out  of  their 
own  houses  at  night ;  and  it  was  not  safe  even  for 
their  children  to  go  into  the  fields  or  lanes  in  the 
day-time  without  a  protector  and  guard  to  shield 
them  from  their  ruffian  antagonists.  With  the 
exception  of  Birmingham,  Manchester  and  the  sur- 
rounding little  towns  and  villages  were  among  the 
most  conspicuous  for  the  violence  of  their  conduct^ 
and  Failsworth  was  distinguished  above  most  places. 
Scarcely  a  night  passed  without  parties  patrolling 
before  bouses  of  the  denounced  party,  generally 
singing  ''  God  save  the  King !"  with  might  and  main; 
and  when  opposite  the  dwellings  of  those  who  had 
spoken  out  freely  in  favour  of  Parliamentary  reform, 
they  halted  and  gave  a  terrific  yell,  which  would 
have  struck  terror  to  the  heart  of  the  most  cou- 
rageous. Then  followed  "  Church  and  King!"  (If  the 
house  was  that  of  a  Dissenter,  "Down  with  the 
Rump  !"  was  added.)  This  was  often  followed  by  as 
heavy  a  stone  as  could  be  wielded,  crashing  through 
the  window  to  the  dismay  of  the  terrified  occupant. 
But  the  inmates  never  offered  the  least  resistance  ; 
their  lives  would  have  been  endangered  if  they  had 
done  so.  I  remember,  that  frequently,  when  my 
father  was  going  with  his  family  to  chapel  on  the 
Sunday,  men  and  women  would  stand  in  groups, 
hooting  at  us,  and  encouraging  boys  to  pelt  us  with 
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Stones,  which  they  did  with  all  their  might ;  we 
were  often  hit,  and  sometimes  very  much  hurt.  As 
we  expected  this  treatment  as  a  matter  of  course, 
before  we  left  home,  my  father  always  gave  us  this 
advice :  "  Take  no  notice  of  them,  make  no  resist- 
ance, and  never  retaliate;"  and  once,  I  recollect,  he 
added,  "I  may  not  live  to  see  the  time,  hut  some  of 
you  will,  when  these  persecutors,  or  their  children, 
will  he  as  violent  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ques- 
tion." He  did  not  live  to  see  his  prophecy  fulfilled, 
but  nearly  all  his  children  have  witnessed  it  to  the 
letter. 

One  evening,  just  before  we  retired  to  bed,  as 
my  father  was  engaged  in  prayer,  with  all  his  family 
around  him,  there  was  a  tramp  heard,  of  ominous 
import,  and  then  a  shout  of  "  Church  and  King  !" 
and  "  Down  with  the  Eump!"  burst  upon  ushke  an 
avalanche;  and  then  a  heavy  stone  was  hurled  at 
the  window  of  the  room  in  which  we  were  assembled, 
which,  had  it  not  been  that  it  caught  the  strong 
wooden  stanchion  in  the  window,  would  have 
struck  my  father  on  the  head,  as  he  was  exactly 
opposite  to  the  place  where  the  stone  alighted.  It 
might  have  been  expected,  that,  as  he  never  made 
himself  conspicuous  in  politics,  he  might  have 
escaped  this  outrage;  but  as  he  was  a  dissenter  from 
the  Established  Church,  that  alone  was  sufficient  to 
entitle  him  to  his  full  share  of  persecution  and 
insult. 
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In  order  to  transmit  to  posterity  a  memorial  of 
their  exuberant  loyalty,  the  high  party  determined 
to  set  up  a  new  pole  at  the  end  of  a  lane  that  leads 
to  Ashton-under-Lyne.  There  was  an  old  one 
already  there,  that  had  stood  from  time  immemorial, 
and  the  probability  is  that  it  was  once  the  May- 
pole of  the  village.  A  beautiful  oak-tree  was 
selected  in  a  wood  near  the  place,  and  was  cut 
down ;  it  was  then  handsomely  cased  with  boards, 
and  painted. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1798,  it  was  set  up,  with 
the  following  inscription  on  a  board,  in  gold  letters : 
"  This,  our  Loyal  Standard  of  Failsworth,  was 
erected,  on  the  first  of  January,  1793,  to  the  King, 
Church,  and  present  glorious  Constitution."  There 
was  a  grand  procession  on  the  occasion,  and  all  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  the  township  were  invited  to 
join  in  it;  and  as  no  other  qualification  was  required, 
there  was  a  multitudinous  and  motley  assembly 
of  (would-be)  gentlemen  and  tag-rag — the  latter  by 
far  the  most  numerous,  because  they  were  sure  to  have 
a  guzzle  without  paying  for  it.  There  were  four 
grades.  The  first  were  subscribers  of  ten  shilhngs  ; 
these  were  bedecked  with  a  broad  sky-blue  sash,  a 
cockade  for  the  hat,  a  rosette  for  the  breast  of  the 
coat,  and  a  staff  about  seven  feet  long,  painted  blue 
at  the  top,  and  white  below.  The  second  paid  five 
shillings,  and  had   a  narrower  sash,  cockade,  and 
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staff.  The  third  paid  two  shillings  and  sixpence, 
and  had  a  cockade  and  staff.  And  the  fourth,  who 
brought  up  the  rear,  consisted  of  the  thirsty  mob, 
in  such  attire  as  the  occasion  called  for,  or  their 
circumstances  admitted.  These  were  the  chorus- 
shouters,  and  well  they  supported  their  parts.  They 
paraded  through  the  township,  led  on  (of  course)  by 
the  gentlemen.  After  them  followed  a  most  vil- 
lanous  band  of  pretended  musicians.  Tune  was 
either  above  their  comprehension  or  beneath  their 
notice,  and  time  was  entirely  out  of  the  question. 
The  infernal  band  assembled  in  "  Auld  Kirk-Allo- 
way"  would  have  been  ashamed  of  them  ;  but  they 
"hotch'd  and  blew  wi'  might  and  main,"  God  save 
the  King,  Rule  Britamiia,  and  See  the  Con- 
quering Hero  comes,  till  the  welkin  re-echoed  the 
blast  and  bang,  as  if  confusion  was  utterly  con- 
founded. 

When  they  came  opposite  the  house  of  a  Paineite 
or  a  Jacobin,  they  halted,  and  the  congregated  mob 
set  up  a  howl,  accompanied  by  all  the  band,  and 
occasionally  by  the  discharge  of  a  pistol  or  gun. 
"  God  save  the  King  !  "  was  the  cry,  with  such  other 
additions  as  the  particular  case  required ;  and  it 
may  well  be  supposed  that  it  struck  terror  to  the 
hearts  of  the  most  courageous.  When  the  proces- 
sion was  over,  the  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in 
excess    and    debauchery,  in  which  they  were   too 
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much  engaged  to  attend  to"  their  Jacobin  neigh- 
bours, so  that  not  many  of  their  windows  were 
broken  that  night,  and  my  father's  house  escaped 
any  violent  visitation.  Soon  after  this,  our  wise 
men  determined  to  have  the  effigy  of  Tom  Paine 
paraded  through  the  township  in  a  cart,  and  after- 
wards hanged,  in  a  small  field  that  was  just  opposite 
to  the  "  Loyal  Standard."  Again  there  was  a  great 
outpouring  of  Church  and  King  zeal,  with  the 
usual  demonstrations.  Poor  Tom  Paine,  however, 
made  no  resistance,  and  was  hanged  in  due  form, 
amidst  the  frantic  acclamations  of  the  assembled 
thousands.  About  this  time,  Royton,  near  Oldham, 
was  considered  as  the  stronghold  of  the  Reformers. 
They  called  a  public  meeting  to  be  held  there,  for 
the  purpose  of  petitioning  Parliament  for  a  reform 
in  the  representation  of  the  kingdom.  As  it  was 
likely  to  be  attended  by  great  numbers,  it  aroused 
the  attention  and  alarm  of  the  powers  that  were 
then  in  the  ascendant.  One  or  two  troops  of  Light 
Horse,  at  that  time  stationed  in  the  barracks  at 
Manchester,  were  sent  on  the  preceding  night,  for 
the  pretended  purpose  of  keeping  the  peace.  They 
were  drawn  up  near  the  place  of  meeting  in  good 
time  in  the  morniug,  when  a  great  number  were 
congregated  together;  but,  before  the  proceedings 
commenced,  a  number  of  men  went  and  threw  foot- 
balls  amongst  them — and,  under  the   pretence   of 
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kicking  them,  they  hegan  to  kick  every  one  around 
them.     This  of  course  soon  created  confusion,  and 
was  the    signal  for  the  military,  who  dashed  into 
the  midst,   slashing  away  most  unmercifully.     The 
people  fled  in  all  directions;  several  were  overtaken 
put  in  prison,  and  hrought  to  trial — hut  nearly  all 
were  acquitted.     When  the  soldiers  were  returning 
to  Manchester  the  following  day,  they  were  hailed 
as  heroes  and  victors  hy  the  inhabitants  of  Fails- 
worth.     They  were  divided  into  small  parties,  which 
stopped  at  the  different  public-houses,   where  they 
were  treated  with  spirits,  &c.      One  party  were  re- 
galed plentifully  at  the  sign  of  the  Black  Horse, 
at  Watchcoate,  and  they  were  told  hy  the  mob  that 
there  was  a  man  of  the  name  of  Whittaker,   who 
lived  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  place,  who 
was  a  rank  Jacobin,  and  they  wished  the  soldiers  to 
take  him,  as  a  prisoner,  to  Manchester,  to  which 
they  immediately  assented.     They  were  led  to   the 
house,   and  sat  on  their  horses  in  the  road   with 
their  swords  drawn,  while  the  mob  went  in  search 
of  their   victim;   but  they  found  he  had  fled  for 
shelter  to  the  house  of  a  neighbour,  where  they 
followed  and  found  the  doors  fastened;  but  they  soon 
burst  them  open,  and  when  they  had  found  him, 
they  dragged  him  out  and  lifted  him  on  to  the  saddle 
of  one  of  the  soldiers.     He  was  led  to  the  public- 
house  door,  with  a  soldier  on  each  side,  with  drawn 
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swords.  There  he  sat,  without  a  hat,  for  a  long  time, 
subject  to  the  insult  and  cruelty  of  the  infuriated 
populace.  Women  and  hoys  crow^ded  round  him  : 
they  struck  him  and  pinched  him  as  long  as  they 
liked — many  of  the  former  pricked  him  with  pins  ; 
and  I  recollect  hearing  one  of  them  boast  afterwards 
that  she  had  stuck  a  large  pin  into  his  legs  several 
times. 

During  all  this  time,  his  guards  threatened  to 
run  him  through,  if  he  made  any  resistance.  They 
took  him  to  Manchester  in  this  plight ;  but  as  there 
was  no  specific  charge  against  him,  he  was  set  at 
liberty.  He  was  a  cripple,  and  had  to  make  his 
way  home  as  well  as  he  could  ;  but  night  favoured 
him,  and  he  managed  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  his 
persecutors.  ^This  gross  violation  of  the  law  w^as 
taken  notice  of  by  some  influential  gentlemen  of 
Manchester,  one  of  whom  was  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Walker,  who  had  once  employed  Whittaker  as  a 
commercial  traveller.  The  officer  of  the  troop  was 
either  degraded  or  dismissed  the  service.  The 
principal  part  of  those  who  forced  their  way  into  the 
house  where  Whittaker  was  found,  were  tried  for  the 
offence  and  found  guilty.  One  was  imprisoned 
three  months,  and  another  six  months,  in  the 
New  Bailey ;  and  one  man  twelve  months,  and 
another  two  years,  in  Lancaster  Castle. 

Soon  after  this,  persecution  began  to  abate. 
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It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  there  were  many- 
persons  who  had  been  instigated  to  acts  of  unkind- 
ness  towards  those  of  their  neighbours  with  whom 
they  had  been  for  years  upon  the  most  friendly 
terms  of  intimacy,  by  the  force  of  example,  more 
than  the  approval  of  their  own  conscience.  These 
began  gradually  to  manifest  a  desire  for  reconcih'a- 
tion,  and  the  more  thinking  part  showed  symptoms 
of  a  change  of  opinion  on  the  points  at  issue ;  and 
though  the  great  majority  retained  the  spirit  of 
persecution,  the  influence  of  the  few  gained  strength, 
the  violence  of  party-feeling  was  sofi:ened  down 
considerably,  and  the  turbulent  were  restrained 
from  gratifying  their  passion  for  mischief  and 
revenge  by  open  acts  of  violence.  I  have  lived  to 
see  many  a  family  renew  their  former  intimacy  and 
friendly  feeling,  and  to  hear  several  who  have 
frankly  acknowledged  the  delusion  by  which  they 
were  actuated,  and  their  regret  for  the  part  they 
had  taken  in  these  lawless  and  criminal  proceedings  ; 
and  some  have  solicited  pardon  from  those  whom 
they  injured,  with  an  earnestness  which  left  no 
doubt  of  their  sincerity. 

My  father  did  not  live  long  to  witness  the  change 
that  was  taking  place,  but  long  enough  to  rejoice 
in  it  as  the  harbinger  of  better  days  to  come.  His 
character  and  conduct  had  been  so  exemplary  and 
consistent,  as  a  good  neighbour,  a  kind  father,  and 
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a  sincere  Christian,  that  I  believe  I  may  justly  say 
that  he  died  more  regretted,  both  by  his  equals  and 
superiors,  than  most  men  do  in  the  rank  of  life  in 
which  he  moved. 

The  loss  to  his  family  was  irreparable  and  almost 
overwhelming ;  but  my  beloved  mother  did  honour 
to  his  memory  by  following  in  his  steps,  and  seeking 
for  consolation  where  it  is  alone  to  be  found.  She 
followed  his  example  of  reading  and  prayer,  morn- 
and  evening,  and  continued  it  till  within  a  few  days 
of  her  death,  about  forty-one  years  after,  in  1834. 
She  entreated,  with  tears,  for  strength  to  bear  her 
loss  with  meekness  and  patience,  with  the  full  con- 
viction of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God — and 
for  his  assistance  and  blessing  on  her  endeavours  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  situation  in  which  she 
was  placed.  She  asked  piously,  and  worked 
steadily  for  the  attainment  of  her  desires,  and  her 
prayers  were  answered.  Her  amiable  disposition 
was  conspicuous  under  every  trial  to  which  she  was 
called,  and  her  trust  in  God  supported  her  under 
many  circumstances  of  the  greatest  dijfficulty.  She 
lived  in  peace  with  all  men,  and  retained  all  her 
faculties  little  impaired  to  the  last.  Her  sensibility 
to  the  wants  of  others,  and  her  forbearance  and 
charity  in  judging  their  weaknesses  and  failings, 
displayed  the  spirit  of  the  good  Samaritan.  Her 
death  was   an  exemplification  of  the  life  she   had 
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led  ;  and  patience,  faith,  and  hope,  supported  her 
in  her  last  moments.  I  saw  her  about  twelve  hours 
before  she  died  ;  and  when  I  had  been  talking  with 
her  for  some  time  about  her  situation  and  her  ex- 
pectations, she  said,  her  trust  in  God  had  not  for- 
saken her,  and  she  had  hopes  from  that  mercy  of 
God,  which  was  promised  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  all 
who  had  done  their  utmost  to  observe  his  laws  and 
follow  his  example.  She  was  too  weak  to  say  much 
more,  and  after  that  she  gradually  sunk  in  sleep 
as  peaceful  as  her  life  had  been.  We  consigned  her 
body  to  the  grave,  in  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrec- 
tion to  eternal  life.     Her  memory  is  blessed  ! 

I  have  thus  traced  the  history  of  our  family,  from 
the  earliest  period  I  could,  to  within  a  few  years  of 
the  present  time.  In  doing  so,  many  glimpses  have, 
I  trust,  been  given  into  the  life  and  thoughts  of  a 
noble,  though  little  known  class  of  men  :  those 
deep-hearted,  homely,  religious  Englishmen,  who, 
by  their  piety  and  enlightened  zeal,  set  an  example 
of  the  truth  and  value  of  Nonconformity,  planted 
the  Saxon  character  of  our  country  in  the  virgin 
soil  of  America,  and  practically  secured  for  us  the 
essence  of  what  civil  and  religious  liberty  we  now 
possess. 

To  our  family,  and  indeed  to  all  men,  my  little 
effort  has  its  moral.  It  teaches  us  that,  while  the 
great    current   of   political   intrigue    and    courtlv 
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pomp  flows  on  glittering  and  lauded  with  noisy 
publicity,  there  is  also  a  deep,  though  quiet  under- 
current of  unpublished  labour,  and  unlauded  piety 
and  virtue,  which  is  far  nobler  and  more  beautiful, 
and  which  is  indeed  the  stream. 

If  this  book,  therefore,  gives  to  one  fellow-man 
(more  especially  to  one  member  of  our  family)  a 
new  resolve,  or  strengthens  an  old  one,  to  emulate 
the  sturdy,  manly  piety  of  our  ancestors ;  and, 
whether  in  the  w^ide  responsibilities  of  a  public 
life,  or  in  the  humbler  duties  of  a  private  circle,  to 
serve  God  faithfully  and  be  upright  unto  man, 
my  time  and  labours  will  indeed  have  their 
reward. 


Reed  and  Pardon,  Printers,  Paternoster  Row,  London. 
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